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On The Cover: One of the most-recognized faces 
in Alabama is that of Alabama quarterback 
Brodie Croyle. After an unlucky 2003 season, 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Croyle has high expectations for the Crimson 
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Football Update: 


It Will Be Here Before You Know It 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama gets unexpected 
late summer safety signee 


labama football players will be report- 
A“ for duty on Monday, August 9, 

and begin fall practice for the 2004 
season the next day. And among the 105 
players who can participate in practice prior 
to the beginning of classes on August 25 will 
be a surprise late signee. 

Alabama added [ree safety, Jeffrey Dukes, of 
Northwest Mississippi Community College to 
the list of players who will report for fall camp. 
He will count among the 19 new scholar- 
shipped players Bama is allowed to bring in this 
season. 

Dukes is 6-3, 195, and runs a 4.42-second 
40-yard dash. He comes from the same junior 
college as new defensive end Chris Turner. Last 
year as a freshman at Northwest, Dukes turned 
in 76 tackles, had four interceptions (two re- 
turned for touchdowns), and two fumble recov- 
eries and received junior college All-America 
mention. 

Unusual circumstances were involved in 
Dukes being signed by Alabama and in him 
having three years of eligibility remaining, 
Although he was not highly-recruited out of 
high school at LaFayette High in Oxford, 
Mississippi, it was partly because it was be- 
lieved he would not be academically eligible. 
He did meet academic requirements, but had 
no scholarship offers other than junior college. 

Because he was academically eligible, he is 
permitted to transfer alter just one year of ju- 
nior college. He has three years of eligibility re- 
maining. Other schools involved with him, in- 
cluding Southeastern Conference members 
Mississippi, Florida, and South Carolina, had 


Looking For A Speaker? 

‘BAMA MAGAziNE Editor Kirk McNair may 
be available to speak to your group on 
Alabama football and recruiting. 
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the Crimson Tide for over 35 years. He is 
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If you would like to have Kirk McNair 
speak to your Quarterback or Touchdown 
or Red Elephant Club, call Vera Dowdle at 
(205) 345-5074 for details and available 
dates, Alumni chapters should contact 
Melody Nix, director of chapter develop- 
ment, at (205) 348-1550. 
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expected him to spend one more year in junior 
college. 

Duke is not the only surprise at safety for fall 
camp. Chris James, who left The University last 
spring (including missing spring practice), re- 
turned to Alabama this summer and is expected 
to return to the squad. His absence was ex- 
plained only as “personal” and it was reported 
that he kept up academically at a junior college 
in his hometown of Albany, Georgia, Although 
the upcoming senior has not had a lot of action 
in the secondary, he has been a star on special 
teams. Last year he blocked an Alabama-record 
four kicks. 

Alabama's 105 reporting players will include 
19 new scholarshipped players, but may in- 
clude more than 19 newcomers. It is believed 
that at least one (and possibly more than one) 
Crimson Tide signee has parents who are will- 
ing to pay the first year expenses in order to al- 
leviate Bama&S NCAA-mandated scholarship re- 
ductions. Don't look for any public announce- 
ments on this subject. 

Two newcomers—quarterback John Parker 
Wilson of Hoover and offensive lineman Drew 
Davis of Sparta Academy in Evergreen—have 
been emphatic about delaying entry into The 
University. Either five or six will be academical- 
ly ineligible, depending on the outcome of 
Ezekial Knight's (wide receiver from Randolph 
County in Wedowee) high school exit examina- 
tion, So Bama will be either one or two over the 
permitted 19 new scholarshipped players. 

For years the NCAA had an intelligent policy 
of allowing newcomers to report to campus a 
few days before returning players, That allowed 
the new men an opportunity to learn the prac- 
lice routine, things as basic as how Alabama 
forms a huddle or lines up for pre-practice 
stretching. 

Someone must have pointed out the sanity of 
this rule to the NCAA governing body, and so it 
was changed. Now all players report at the same 
time and most of the newcomers will be shut- 
tled to the scout team and a redshirt season. 
The coaching staff won't have enough time to 
give these newcomers the individual attention 


Date Opponent 
September 4 Utah State 
September 1] —_ Mississippi 
September 18 — Western Carolina 
September 25. Arkansas 
October 2 South Carolina 
October 9 Kentucky 


October 16 
October 23 
November 6 
November 13 
November 20 
December 3 


Tennessee 
Mississippi State 
LSU 


Auburn 
SEC Championship Game 
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2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


necessary to incorporatE them into this year's 
team. 

There will be exceptions, of course. Areas 
where Alabama requires help from newcom- 
ers—wide receiver is the most obyious posi- 
tion-will have the new men on a fast track to 
learn the schemes, signals, etc. 

After the team reports on August 9, practice 
will begin on August 10. The first full gear prac- 
tice will be Saturday, August 14. For the second 
conseculive year teams will be allowed two-a- 
day practices only every other day until the start 
of classes. Once classes begin (August 25 at 
Alabama), teams can practice only once per day. 
That August 25 date is also the day that the 
limit comes off the number allowed to partici- 
pate in football practice. A handful of returning 
Alabama players are expected to be held out of 
practice until the start of classes. 

Virtually all returning players and most new- 
comers have spent either all summer or at least 
the second semester of summer school in 
Tuscaloosa. Although football is not played in 
shorts and tee shirts, observers have been able to 
get some idea of the skills of wide receivers 
Keith Brown (6-3, 190) and Will Oakley (6-1, 
190) and tight end Trent Davidson (6-5, 258). 

Also encouraging has been the running of 
wide receiver Antonio “A.C.” Carter, who has 
missed the last two years with injury and has 
been granted a sixth year of eligibility: 

It is also obvious that Brodie Croyle (see Page 
16) is the top quarterback, The work of back- 
up quarterback Mare Guillon in the spring was 
a major topic of conversation as the transfer 
from Miami had impressive days. But it may be 
Guillon’s contribution will include the kick- 
start he gave to Croyle and Spencer Pennington, 
the 2003 back-up. Both Croyle and Pennington 
appear to have worked at a higher level. 

Among the participants in the summer foot- 
ball workouts was Jason Reese. Reese, a 6-2, 
210-pound walk-on guard who transferred 
from Alabama-Birmingham, is a member of the 
Tide's basketball team, but will apparently try 
his luck at wide receiver in August. 

Nic Luke, a little-used running back and the 


Site Series Record 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 40-9-2 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Fayetteville Alabama leads, 9-5-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 10-1-0 
Lexington Alabama leads, 32-2-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 32-6-2 
Knoxville Alabama leads, 43-36-7 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 70-15-3 
Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 43-19-5 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-29-1 
Atlanta Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 


Ray Hudson showed great improvement last year when he was back-up to tailback Shaud Williams, 


and Hudson goes into fall camp as number one at the position. 


brother of graduated wide receiver Triandos 
Luke, elected to leave the team this summer. 
He was granted his release by Bama Head 
Coach Mike Shula. 

Although that is not a position of great 
depth, Luke was not expected to challenge at 
tailback and was not interested in shifting to 
fullback. Ray Hudson leads Kenneth Darby 
going into fall camp with returning starting 
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fullback Tim Castille also possible for tailback 
playing time. 


ickoff times for Alabama's first three 
Kee football games have been set, as 
yell as the October 16 Homecoming 

game with Southern Miss. The September 4 


season-opener against Utah State will kickoff 
at 6 p.m. (CDT), while the Tide's SEC opener 
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against Mississippi on September 11 will be an 
8 p.m. start on ESPN2. The September 18 
game with Western Carolina will be another 6 
p.m. kickoff. 

The Tide's Homecoming game with Southern 
Miss is slated for a 2 p.m. kickoff. 

Although it is reasonable to expect games not 
picked up for commercial television to be made 
available on a Pay-Per-View basis, that decision 
has not yet been made and Alabama officials 
indicate that it could depend on ticket sales. 
Utah State and Western Carolina will bring 
very small crowds and Bama will want the void 
filled by Crimson Tide-backing ticket-buyers. 

Alabama's October 9 game at Kentucky is 
listed by the Wildcats as a 7 p.m. EDT kickoff, 
but times for Alabama's SEC games will likely 
not be set until television makes its selections, 
sometimes the week of the game. 

Alabama will be eligible for post-season play 
this year after a two-season NCAA ban. In 
most pre-season polls the Tide-coming off a 4- 
9 season-is not being picked among the na- 
tion’s top 25 teams. Alabama is generally 
picked to finish third or fourth in the SEC 
Western Division. 

When regular season play ends with Bama 
hosting Auburn at Bryant-Denny Stadium 
November 20, that won't mark the end of the 
stadium being in the news. That's because a 
couple of weeks after the completion of this 
season, work will begin on the expansion of 
the stadium. The North endzone will have 
new sky-boxes, a club level, and stadium seat- 
ing, raising the capacity of the arena to approx- 
imately 93,000. 

Work on Alabama’s football building at the 
Thomas-Drew practice field area has contin- 
ued throughout the summer. After completion 
of the weight room and coaches’ offices, the 
emphasis switched to the lockerrooms, meet- 
ing rooms, and training room. Those areas will 
be complete for the start of fall practice, but 
other areas of the building—administrators’ of- 
fices, the Hall of Champions, etc.—will not. 
Athletics Director Mal Moore, who along with 
other administrators has been working from 
temporary quarters in the Coleman Coliseum 
parking lot, said, “We can stay in the trailers a 
little longer, but we've got to have the areas 
ready for the players.” 


labama’s football coaches will be wait- 
At to see how some players have re- 
overed from injuries and how at least 
one has performed in the classroom this sum- 
mer. When four defensive line signees were 
determined to be ineligible, it meant that in- 
coming freshman Justin Britt (the brother of 
Bama offensive linemen Wesley and Taylor) 
would not have an opportunity to make it a 
Britt troika on the Tide offensive line. Justin 
will begin work as a defensive tackle. 

With the move of Taylor Britt and Kyle 
Tatum from the defensive line to the offen- 
sive line last spring, the defensive tackle 
spots were perilously thin. Jeremy Clark, 
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who earned a starting job as a redshirt fresh- 
man last year, is back. But the only two 
other returning scholarshipped defensive 
tackles both have a little asterisk. 

Its not unusual for athletes to have to make 
up some academic work in summer school, 
but the pressure is really on for returning start- 
ing defensive tackle Anthony Bryant. Bryant, 
who was academically ineligible to participate 
as a freshman, can earn that year back only by 
earning his degree before the start of fall class- 
es. That result will be in the first week of 
Alabama practice. Bryant has certainly worked 
like he expects to be eligible. The big man is 
down perhaps 20 pounds from his 333-pound 
reporting weight last fall. 

Additionally, defensive tackle Dominic Lee 
is recovering from the ankle surgery he had in 
the spring. Although he is expected to be fully 
recovered, his conditioning work has suffered 
during the recuperation. 

Redshirt freshman Will Roach went through 
Alabama spring football practice relatively un- 
noticed at receiver, and for good reason. Roach 
was going through spring drills with a liga- 
ment tear in his shoulder. He said that his in- 
jury was much like Brodie Croyle’s shoulder 
injury. Roach said he underwent surgery on 
Monday after the Tide's A-Day game. 


esley Britt was the only Alabama 
football player selected to the first 
team in the inaugural Pre-Season 


All-Southeastern Conference Team as selected 
by SEC coaches. Britt, an upcoming senior, is 
an offensive tackle from Cullman. He will be 
coming back from a season-ending injury, a 
broken leg suffered in the Tennessee game that 
caused him to miss spring practice. 

The SEC included first, second, and third 
team selections. Coaches were not permitted 
to vote for their own players. 

A total of nine Bama players were named to 
the squad. Other Alabama players selected 
were tight end David Cavan on second team 
and guard Evan Mathis on third team on of- 
fense. On defense tackle Anthony Bryant, 
linebacker Freddie Roach, and defensive back 
Charlie Peprah were second team selections, 
while linebacker DeMeco Ryans and defensive 
back Roman Harper were on third team. 
Punter Bo Freelend was third team. Peprah, 
Ryans and Freelend all tied for their spots on 
the squad. 

At least three Bama players are on “watch 
lists” for post-season awards. Croyle is on the 
2004 Davey O'Brien list for the award present- 
ed to the nation’s top quarterback, Wesley Britt 
was selected for the Outland Trophy list for 
the nation’s best offensive lineman, and Ryans 
is a pre-season candidate for the Bronko 
Nagurski Award, given to the nation’s top de- 
fensive player regardless of position. 


Ithough it's two years away, there has 
been interest in the Crimson Tide’s 
006 football schedule. Of particular 
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Alabama is hopeful for the return of defensive tackle Anthony Bryant this fall. Bryant must complete 


graduation requirements this summer in order to be eligible for 2004 competition. 


interest is which team will open the season for 
Bama in expanded Bryant-Denny Stadium on 
September 2. Although the contract has not 
been finalized as of this writing, it is all but 
sure that the Hawaii team of Coach June Jones 
will be in Tuscaloosa for that contest. 

Alabama played at Hawaii the past two years, 
seasons in which the Tide was not eligible for 
bowl games. Bama was allowed to add the 
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games as extras on the Crimson Tide schedule. 
Alabama won in 2002, but lost last year’s 
game. 

Hawaii would like to have Alabama return to 
Honolulu in the future. 

Alabama is also expected to add Louisiana- 
Monroe as a non-conference game in 2006 as 
Bama has elected to not continue the series 
with Southern Miss beginning that season. 


Football Recruiting: 


Tide Seeks Full Complement In ’05 


by Andrew Bone 


Two prep seniors have 
committed to Alabama 


Te time a year ago Alabama had seven 
commitments, upcoming senior high 
school football players who said they 
would sign with the Crimson Tide. They 
were part of a group that would eventually 
swell to 28 signees in a year in which Bama 
could add only 19 new scholarshipped play- 
ers. 

Next year, Alabama will be allowed to add 
a full complement of 25 new scholarshipped 
players. Because some players will not quali- 
fy academically, Bama coaches are likely to 
sign more than 25 next February. 

It is believed that next year’s signing class 
will include as many as five who signed this 
year. Quarterback John Parker Wilson of 
Hoover and offensive lineman Drew Davis of 


Evan Cardwell 
Sparta Academy in Evergreen elected to wait 


until next spring semester before joining the 
Tide. At least two players—defensive linemen 
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Lorenzo Washington of Loganville, Georgia, 
and Brandon Fanney of Morristown, 
Tennessee—are going to attend Hargrave 
Academy in Virginia for a semester or a year 
and will then re-sign with Alabama. 
Depending on the outcome of his high 
school exit examination, wide receiver 
Ezekial Knight of Randolph County in 
Wedowee could also be prep school-bound. 

There are also reports that Alabama will 
sign defensive lineman Henry Smith of East 
Central Community College in Decatur, 
Mississippi. Smith, who was 3A Lineman of 
the Year at Alicevillle in 2001, originally 
signed with Alabama prior to the 2002 sea- 
son. 

Otherwise, Alabama has two early com- 
mitments from upcoming high school se- 
niors for February signing. Evan Cardwell, a 
two-way lineman from Brooks High School 
in Killen, and Barron Huber, a linebacker/ 
fullback (who could grow into a lineman) 
from Powell (Tennessee) High School on the 
outskirts of Knoxville, have announced for 
the Tide. Both have said the only official vis- 
its they will make are to Alabama. 

Cardwell had scholarship offers from 
Alabama and Notre Dame when he an- 
nounced for Bama on June 1. The lifelong 
Alabama fan will join former prep teammates 
Freddie and William Roach in college. 

Cardwell, 6-3, 295, runs a 5.0-second 40- 
yard dash and projects as an offensive line- 
man in college. He has a bench press of 350 
and a squat of 445. Brooks Head Coach 
Chris Balentine calls Cardwell “very explo- 
sive...quick off the ball...really good at fin- 
ishing off blocks.” 

As a junior, Cardwell had 78 tackles, 18 
tackles for loss, and five sacks. He has a 3.0 
grade point average and had a score of 21 on 
the ACT as a junior. 

Huber, 6-4, 240, was a standout at 
Alabama’s summer football camp, and he 
earned himself an offer. He was clocked at 
4.7 in the 40. He chose Alabama over the 
Naval Academy. 

As a junior, Huber had 112 tackles, two in- 
terceptions, six forced fumbles, and one fum- 
ble recovery. 

Huber said he selected Alabama because of 
its winning tradition. He said, “They have a 
coaching staff that is full of winners. They 
have been winners in the past; they’re win- 
ners now, and they are going to be winners 
in the future. | am a winner and I want to be 
around winners. They have a beautiful cam- 
pus down there. they have facilities that are 
second to none. I was more than impressed 
with the way they take care of them and the 
respect that the coaches and the players have 
for them.” 
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Ithough conventional wisdom has it 
A‘ this is a “down year” for senior 

football prospects in Alabama high 
schools, that does not mean the cupboard is 
bare. Indeed, by the end of football season it 
is likely there will be more prospects turned 
out by the state’s high school coaches than 
the so-called experts are predicting. 

Ten upcoming Alabama high school se- 
niors were ranked among the best players in 
the region, listed on TheInsiders.com South 
Hot 100. They are: 

Tommy Trott, tight end, 6-4, 270, 4.75 (40- 
yard dash time), from Trinity Presbyterian in 
Montgomery; Gabe McKenzie, tight end, 6- 
4, 220, 4.6, Mobile Davidson; Wes Brown, 
defensive lineman, 6-4, 252, 5.0, Athens; Ali 
Sharrief, running back, 5-11, 200, 4.5, 
Stevenson North Jackson; Jerraud Powers, 
defensive back, 5-9, 160, 4.6, Decatur; 
Terrell Smith, wide receiver, 6-2, 205, 4.53, 
Clay-Chalkville in Pinson; Rex Sharpe, 
linebacker, 6-3, 210, 4.64, Fairfield; Montez 
Billings, wide receiver, 6-1, 167, Pelham; 
Charle Hoke, tight end, 6-7, 225, 4.8, 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian; and Careg 
Bonner, tight end, 6-3, 230, 4.75, Huntsville. 

At least one of those 10 won't be signing 
with Bama. Brown has committed to 
Tennessee. 


Jimmy Barnes 


labama has been a national power 
A the dominant program in the 

South for decades using primarily 
home-grown talent. But Head Coach Mike 
Shula and his staff are aware of the need and 
the ability for the Crimson Tide to go outside 
the state borders for some players. 


The Best Way To Keep Up With Tide Recruiting 


The same great information used by Alabama football recruiters is available to Crimson Tide football followers. 

Things move quickly in the world of recruiting 
and the internet provides the means to keep up 
with the daily (and even hourly) events in this 
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important area. 

And like Alabama's coaching staff, you can get 
information about hundreds of Crimson Tide 
prospects as they are interviewed by the state, 
regional, and national recruiting experts of 
BamaMag.com and Thelnsiders.com 

Andrew Bone in Alabama, Scott Kennedy and 
Jamie Newburg in the Southeast, and the na- 
tional staff of SuperPrep as well as other region- 
al experts bring the most up-to-date and most 
accurate recruiting news. BamaMag.com and 
ThelInsiders.com are number one in coverage of 
football recruiting. 

And with the likes of Dave Telep, Mike 
Sullivan, and Jeff Goodman, the story is the 


Bama is recruiting outside the state this 
year. Some of the high-profile prospects from 
around the nation who have been linked 
with the Crimson Tide include: 

Quarterbacks Jimmy Barnes, 6-5, 225, of 
Los Alamitos, California; Brice Beck, 6-3, 
225, of Blytheville, Arkansas; Tyler Horne, 6- 
2, 180, Newnan, Georgia. 

Running backs James Davis, 5-11, 185, 
Douglass High in Atlanta; Darrieus Ramsey, 
5-10, 170, Grafton High, Yorktown, Virginia, 

Wide receiver Gregory Smith, 6-3, 190, 
Atlanta Douglass. 

Tight end Jeff Cottam, 6-7, 255, 
Germantown, Tennessee. 

Offensive linemen Erick Block, 6-3, 265, 
New Orleans Jesuit; Marlon Davis, 6-3, 306, 
Columbus, Georgia, Carver; Larry Shappley, 
6-5, 280, West Monroe, Louisiana. 

Defensive linemen Rodeerick Battle, 6-4, 
243, Alanta Douglass; Jonathan Lewis, 6-2, 
265, Carrolton, Texas; Justin Mincey, 6-6, 
255, Folkston, Georgia, Charlton County; 
Raphael Ousley, 6-2, 240, Fort Walton Beach, 
Florida; Jerrell Powe, 6-2, 322, Waynesboro, 
Mississippi. 

Linebacker Quincy Marshall, 6-0, 225, 
Athens, Georgia, Clarke Central. 

Defensive back Chris Rogers, 5-11, 175, 
Lakeland, Florida, Evangel Christian. 


same in coverage of basketball recruiting. 
BamaMag.com covers all aspects of Crimson 
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Tide sports with the staff of "BAMA MAGAZINE, including Editor Kirk McNair and Assistant Editor Mitch Dobbs. 
To keep up with Alabama sports on a daily basis, go to www.BamaMag.com 
It's like getting ‘BAMA MAGAZINE every day. 
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Todd Bates: 


After Lost Year, Senior Aims High 


by Greg Wallace 


Defensive end has high 
hopes in his final season 
of Crimson Tide football 


Oxford's Quintard Mall. Todd Bates was 

kicking back, low-key, a hat pulled 
down over his close-cropped head. Days be- 
fore, The University of Alabama junior de- 
fensive lineman had lost an entire year of el- 
igibility after testing positive for ephedra, an 
NCAA-banned substance. The public, of 
course, didn’t know what that substance 
was. 

Bates’ suspension was a hot topic across 
Alabama — and right in front of him. 

“L was walking behind two elderly guys,” 
Bates said. “They were saying, ‘That Bates 
kid from Heflin—-he’s on steroids. Can you 
believe that?’ They were talking about me 
and didn’t know I was right behind them.” 

Bates seethed. He knew it wasn’t true. But 
he couldn't say a word. Not yet. 

“I wanted to say something,” he said, “1 
just couldn't say anything. I tried to let it go 
through one ear and out the other, But it re- 
ally hurt my feelings.” 

Insensitive comments were only part of 
Bates’ penance. The Heflin native missed his 
entire junior season. He suffered through a 
year on the scout team, away from his 
friends and defensive teammates. He felt 
like he let his whole team down—all year 
long. 

“It was real frustrating,” he said. “because 
1 knew 1 was supposed (o be out there. And 
I wasn't out there.” 

A year later, Bates, 6-4, 253, is putting his 
personal nightmare behind him-for good, 
he hopes. 

When he and his Crimson Tide team- 
mates report August 9 for preseason prac- 
tice, Bates will likely be at the top of 
Alabama's defensive end rotation along with 
junior Mark Anderson and sophomore 
Chris Harris, 

Bates has one last chance to put a solid 
cap on his Alabama career, and he plans on 
taking full advantage. 


|: was an average, ordinary day in 
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“Man, it's going to be unbelievable,” Bates 
says of his return. “I just got tingly feelings 
all over when I stepped on the (Bryant- 
Denny Stadium) field for the A-Day game. 1 
remembered what it’s like to step on the 
field and step in the tunnel with your team- 
mates. It's just an unbelievable feeling—and I 
can’t wait for it.” 

His ugly journey began in December 
2002, shortly after Dennis Franchione bolt- 
ed for Texas ASM. Bates needed to lose 
some weight gained while battling a chronic 
hernia problem that had plagued him the 
entire season, At a local GNC, he bought a 
supply of “Ripped Fuel,” a dietary supple- 
ment designed to take off weight while in- 
creasing muscle tone. 

Bates didn’t clear the drug with any 
Alabama officials, including Ben Pollard, 
then-strength and conditioning coach who 
was holding the team together while a new 
coach was sought. Bates had taken the sup- 
plement during high school, and assumed it 
was safe. 

“L was trying to get rid of (the weight) the 
quickest way I knew how,” he said. “Turned 
out it was a bad situation.” 

In early January, Bates was pulled aside for 
a random NCAA-mandated drug test. He 
thought little of it and took the test. 

A few days later, Alabama trainer Bill 
McDonald interrupted Bates' workout in the 
weight room for a quick chat upstairs in the 
football building. 

“Man, what's going on,” Bates joked. “Am 
1 in trouble, or what?” 

“If you want to call it that,” McDonald 
replied. He was serious. 

Bates had tested positive for ephedra, a 
substance banned by the NCAA. The penal- 
ty? An automatic one-year ban. 

In disbelief, he asked the NCAA to test a 
second sample. It, too, came back positive. 

Along with then-Head Coach Mike Price, 
Compliance Director Chris King, McDonald 
and Athletics Director Mal Moore, Bates for- 
mulated an NCAA appeal. 

In a strange twist, the hearing fell on the 
same day Bates had surgery to repair a foot 
infection at Tuscaloosa’s DCH Medical 
Center. When he came out of surgery and 
came to, UA officials wheeled him out of his 
room and down Bryant Drive for his hear- 
ing. An hour later, it was official: Bates was 
ineligible. 

By a 3-2 margin, a five-judge panel ruled a 
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season-long ban was legal. 

“Making matters worse-much 
worse—Bates got a call later that day from 
his aunt. His grandfather, King Bates, had 
just died. King’s death was not surprising, 
but still it was a crushing blow to Bates, 
who was raised by King. 

Add it all together, and it was one very, 
very bad day. 

“It all hit me because | hadn't really 
thought about losing him,” Bates said. “I 
never thought it would be right in that time 
period when | was going through all this, So 
that added up, and it was by far the lowest 
time in my life." 

egaining his poise started by meeting 
R= Coach Mike Shula. Bates didn't 

wail for Shula to call a meeting; he 
went right to him. “I didn’t want him to find 
out (ny situation) from someone else,” said 
Bates, “so [ told him myself, the first day | 
heard he was in his office.” 

They sat and talked. Shula explained 
Bates’ role: work hard on the scout team, 
and he'll get all the support he needed. 

“He seemed like a good guy,” Bates said of 
Shula. “He didn’t know me then. He told me 
to keep working hard and everything would 
fall in place.” 

Later that summer, his ordeal got even 
tougher. Bates started preseason as a regular 
member of the defense, just the same as the 
past lwo years. 

But two weeks before the opener with 
South Florida, the gravity of his situation 
pulled him down. That's when the scout 
team separated from the defense, using 
South Florida’s gameplan to help the offense 
prepare, 

Two days before the opener, reality hit 
him like a brick. Every Thursday, you see, is 
a low-impact, shorts-only practice. After 
that, gameday is just around the corner. 

But that was not the case for Todd Bates. 

“That's when it really hit me.” he said. 
“Usually after practice I had a little routine. 
Id really get my mind ready for a game. But 
sitting out was all I could think about.” 

Bates started isolating himself from his 
roommate, linebacker Freddie Roach, listen- 
ing to gospel music and forgetting his prob- 
lems. “I was trying to make myself forget 
about having to sit out and just help my 
team the best | could,” he said. “It was a re- 
ally rough time.” 

Roach knew how much his friend was 


*BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/AUGUST, 2004 


Although Todd Bates has relatively limited play- 
ing experience and missed his entire junior sea- 
son, the upcoming senior defensive end has 
high goals for himself. He also has been recog- 
nized by others with pre-season recognition. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


hurting. “I think it hurt him just as much as 
it hurt us to lose the time,” Roach said. “He'd 
be getting upset, throwing stuff, but you have 
to expect that out of Todd. He’s a hard work- 
er, and it hurt him.” 

Bates applied himself as best he could, im- 
mersing himself in the scout team and help- 
ing his teammates prepare each week. 

That didn’t help him much on Saturdays, 
especially when Alabama went out of town. 
As a suspended player, Bates couldn't travel 
with his teammates. 

“After Thursday, my week was over,” he 
said. “I didn’t have to go in and practice (on 
Friday) when they'd call out the traveling 
squad.” 


amily and friends filled the void. Bates’ 

parents came to Tuscaloosa regularly, 

and when they couldn't make it, others 
stepped up. 

Walk-on defensive lineman J.P. Adams 
rarely traveled either, so Bates and he became 
gameday fixtures at his parents’ home. “I'd 
call him up and go over there, and his mom 
would cook for us,” Bates said. “We'd watch 
the games on their big screen....it really car- 
ried me through.” 

While suspended, Bates got his academics 
in line, too. That got him in a proper frame of 
mind for spring practice, where he was one of 
Alabama's better defensive linemen. 

He’d play as many as 12 consecutive downs 
in practice and scrimmages, a conditioning 
boost he attributes to work with new strength 
and conditioning coach Kent Johnston. 
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“I started off sluggish but I was able to get 
back into (a groove),” he said. “I made a real 
smooth transition from sitting out on the 
scout team. I got a little rusty with my moves 
as far as rushing the passer and shooting my 
hands, but after a couple days I worked all 
that out and I think I wound up having a 
strong spring.” 

Next up? A strong fall, Bates hopes. 

And others expect it. Bates is among 37 
football players recently named to the 2004 
Ted Hendricks Defensive End of the Year pre- 
season watch list. Even though he didn't play 
last year, he has played in 22 career games 


and has 51 career tackles and a combined 
seven tackles behind the line. Todd played in 
every game in 2002. 

He was honored following spring practice 
by earning the Billy Neighbors Most 
Improved Defensive Lineman and the Dwight 
Stephenson MVP Lineman of the A-Day 
Game awards. 

“I want to be one of the best ends in the 
nation, if not the best,” Bates said. “I want to 
be on the overall number one defense in the 
nation, and make All-SEC and All-America.” 

That could put Bates’ name back on 
Alabama fans’ lips in a far more positive way. 
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YOU’RE EITHER WITH US OR BEH 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


DODGE 


IND US. 


INTRODUCING THE DODGE SRT SERIES: Welcome to an all-new world of performance. A bold statement—but there’s never 

been a line of vehicles more capable of backing it up. The Viper SRT-10 and Ram SRT-10? share an asphalt-scorching 505 cu-in V10. 
And the SRT-4 is the fastest car under $21,000? This series, however, isn’t about bragging rights. It’s about taking race-inspired 
technology to the next level. And leaving everything else behind. Visit dodge.com or call 800-4ADODGE. 


*Select dealers. Limited quantities. tLate availability. +Based on 0-60. MSRP excludes tax. 


Wesley Britt: 


He’s On His Way Back...Quickly 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Tide tackle has used time 
after injury to get better 


14 


hen Alabama offensive tackle 
Wesley Britt was injured in last 
year's Tennessee game, it was ob- 
viously serious. Crimson Tide fans who 
watched the October 18, 2003, scene on the 
turf of Bryant-Denny Stadium undoubtedly 
remember the period in which he was on 
the ground receiving treatment. But what is 
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truly etched in the minds of those who wit- 
nessed the event was the courageous depar- 
ture of Britt, arm held high as he was driven 
off the field. 

“I thought I was going to walk it off or 
something,” Britt said, “but I got to my knee 
and then my other leg wasn’t coming with it 
and that’s when I knew. Then I felt the bones 
rubbing against each other kind of like a 
knuckle popping several times whenever I 
moved my leg. I started praying right then 
and | was waiting for the trainer.” 

Britt has watched the play on film and re- 
lived the painful moment every time friends, 
reporters or inquisitive fans with strong 
stomachs ask him. 

“It was a draw play and Shaud (Williams) 
ran off my back. I was sitting straight and 
the (Tennessee) defensive end (Constantin 
Ritzmann) pinched to the inside, so I had to 
drive him inside. The linebacker (Robert 
Peace) came across the top after Shaud ran 
off my back. He dove and missed Shaud and 
landed in the back of my leg. 

“I was kind of in a vice between (Ritz- 
mann and Peace). I guess the small bone 
first kind of popped when I was in between 
them. I went back to grab it and the defen- 
sive end pushed me back over the lineback- 
er and then I heard the bigger bone, the 
tibia, pop. I heard them both pop.” 

Nine months after he heard his leg snap in 
two places Britt is on schedule to return to 
the football field full-speed this fall. “If prac- 
tice started tomorrow, I would be ready,” he 
said in late June. The 6-8 Britt is at 305 
pounds as August 9 reporting day and 
August 10 practice approaches. His weight is 
“down a little” from last year. 

Britt underwent surgery the same night he 
broke his leg and began recovery immediate- 
ly. Later the following week, he was able to 
make it back to Tuscaloosa for the Tide’s 
team photo, but he couldn’t climb the 
bleachers or maneuver into proper numeri- 
cal order as the rest of his teammates had. It 
seems a fitting metaphor, since one of the 
unavoidable realities of team sports is that 
there is never a comfortable fit for injured 
players, no matter how they might be em- 
braced and welcomed by their teammates. 

Britt said he never got depressed through- 
out the process, as many athletes do. “If it 
was a career-ending injury then there was 
something better out there for me than foot- 


Wesley Britt had one of the most memorable in- 
juries in Alabama football history last season. 
This year he hopes to make a memorable come- 
back for himself and for the Crimson Tide. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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ball, and if it wasn’t a career-ending injury it 
was going to make me a better football play- 
er because of it and the process of going 
through it,” he said. 


learning about the game from a different 

perspective. He watched the quarter- 
back’s drop on different protection calls. He 
watched the running backs, seeing how long 
it takes them to get to the line of scrimmage 
on different running plays. Britt also studied 
how the linebackers read plays. 

“That's going to help me a lot-the timing 
of the plays and the whole process of 
things,” he said. “The biggest thing that I 
learned about not being able to play and 
watching everybody else out there is that | 
want to be out there and I'll do anything | 
can to be out there.” 

Britt said there is not a day that goes by 
when he’s not reminded of his injury in one 
way or another. Even at a time when he 
squatted over 500 pounds recently, he was 
given a sharp reminder of the past. 

“Last Tuesday (June 15, 2004), 1 went to 
put on my cleats for the first time since I 
was hurt,” he said. “I put on my right cleat 
and it was great, and | went to put on my 
left cleat and when | put my foot in the shoe 
and the shoestrings were cut off and the 
tongue was cut off. 

“It was the shoe that got cut off me after | 
got hurt. There are always constant re- 
minders, it seems like, keeping everything 
in perspective. The things that I took for 
granted such as walking, working out and 
stuff, | take day-by-day now and realize how 
blessed I am to do the small things.” 


espite questions about how he will 
De after his injury, Britt is re- 

ceiving pre-season national atten- 
tion. He was one of 57 players selected to 
the pre-season Outland Trophy watch list 
signifying college football's top interior line- 
man, 

Britt isn’t worried about garnering awards, 
though. With a more mature and evolved 
outlook, he has instead set goals for himself 
that are fully within his control. Said Britt: 
“I just want to be the best offensive lineman 
1 can be, not taking anything for granted 
and giving 110 per cent in everything | do, 
every day, and the goals will turn out, The 
All-Americas, the NFL draft and all that 
kind of stuff will take care of itself.” 

Of course, Brit's number one goal is help- 
ing the Crimson Tide improve on a 4-9 
record from a season ago. That mission will 
be aided by a full off-season to learn and de- 
velop in Mike Shula’s complex offensive sys- 
tem, which hasn't been on full display due 
to the time constraints the squad worked 
under. 

“1 don’t like the word ‘limited,’ but I think 
now we'll have more of an advantage be- 


[ints he spent his time on crutches 


AUGUST, 2004/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


cause we've had more time and been able to 
add some things in,” Britt said. 

He said, “None of us like the feeling of a 
loss. We watch a lot of film and every time 
we watch film we see one block or one 
missed tackle that could be the difference in 
the game. We're going to fix those and I see 
a lot of wins in our future.” 

With thoughts of joining former teammate 
and friend Justin Smiley with an early entry 
into the NFL draft dashed, Britt focused on 
preparing himself for his senior campaign, 
where he will be a teammate to his two 
brothers, Taylor and Justin. 

Taylor, a junior, is a backup at both offen- 
sive guard and center. Taylor had to sit out 
the 2002 season in compliance with NCAA 
transfer rules after playing at UAB in 2001. 
Playing defensive tackle in 2003, he saw 
spot action against Kentucky, Mississippi 
State and Hawaii. 

“Taylor goes out there and plays with a lot 
of heart,” Wesley said. “He wants to be the 
best he can. He wants to make a name for 
himself and he’s going to try and do that 
every day.” 

Justin, the youngest Britt brother, signed 
with the Tide in February and will compete 
for playing time on the defensive line. At 
Cullman High, Justin had 373 career tackles 


and was named class 5A lineman of the year. 

“Justin is as mean as a rattlesnake,” 
Wesley said. “He’s fiery. He's a really laid 
back, nice guy off the field. But he gets on 
the field and he’s a headhunter. He loves 
punishing people. He's been kind of pun- 
ished by me and Taylor those couple of 
years and he wants to give back.” 

Their relationship on the football field will 
have a chance to grow as healthy as it is off 
the gridiron. 

“We hang out a lot,” Wesley said. “We like 
to go play Putt-Putt golf, go bowling, and 
play Monopoly. We like to go to Six Flags, or 
go hang out, go swimming, go play a round 
of golf, go fishing. We all like to do the same 
things.” 

And apparently the Monopoly games 
would benefit from a Southeastern Confer- 
ence Officiating crew. “We have a family 
feud every time we play,” Wesly said. “The 
last time we played, my girlfriend said she 
would never play with me and my brothers 
again because we got so competitive. It’s bad 
because Taylor and | will make a deal 
between us as far as paying rent and Justin 
will get upset about it and my girlfriend 
thinks we’re picking on her or something. 
It’s probably as competitive as anything 
we've ever done.” 
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Brodie Croyle: 


Attitude 
Good As 
°04 Nears 


by Kirk McNair 


Junior quarterback aims for 
championship as Tide tries 
to reverse fortunes of 2003 


rodie Croyle said he and his teammates 

didn’t waste time in getting started on re- 

versing the status of Alabama football. 
As soon as we got back from Hawaii we went 
straight to the weight room and the drawing 
board,” he said. “We want to win a lot of 
games, be in the SEC Championship Game 
and a bowl game. We want to play for a cham- 
pionship. Thats the talk. Now we have to take 
care of it in the season.” 

Croyle is considered to ha raordinary 
quarterback potential. And he’s made a strong 
case statistically as he became the first sopho- 
more in Alabama history to pass for over 2,000 
yards after having been only the second fresh- 
man since 1979 to pass for over 1,000 yards. 
Last year he set an Alabama record for pass at- 
tempts (341) and tied former quarterback 
Mike Shula’s Crimson Tide record for tou 
downs in a season with 16. He had an Ala- 
bama record 413 offensive plays. He complet- 
ed 182 of his passes for 2,303 y , both sec- 
ond on the all-time Bama list. And he had 


judged by are wins and losses. Last year Bama 
was 4-9. That does not all fall to Croyle by any 
means, but he has been doing his part to make 
sure it doesn’t happen again on 

“Its not about statistics,” Croyle said. “I 
wouldn't care if I didn’t throw for a thousand 
yards if we could have been 9-4 instead of 4-9. 
We've got to find a way to win the close games 
and get that record turned around. None of us 
were expecting to be 4-9 last year. And it was 
because we lost the close games.” 

Most followers of Alabama football agree 
that 2003 had all possible elements of bad 
luck. The team didn’t have a coaching staff 
until three months before the start of the sea- 
son, and the offense had to put in a new sys 


Brodie Croyle is in the limelight, one of the 
most visible people in Alabama, as quarterback 
of the Crimson Tide. He has great expectations 
for his junior season. kes Photo 
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tem in 28 practices. Not only did Croyle get 
injured, but so did his back-up, Spencer 
Pennington. Pennington, incidentally, had 
post-season surgery on his right (throwing) 
shoulder, and got his clearance to go this sum- 
mer the same clay Croyle did. 

“It could kind of look like nothing went our 
way, but we've got to find a way to win them,” 
Croyle said. “The breaks didn’t go our way, but 
we've got to make our own breaks.” 

He said, “I’ve heard people say we didn’t 
know how to win. But a lot of the guys on last 
year’s team had been on the team that went 
10-2 the year before. And almost everyone on 
our team came from a winning high school 
program. We just have to get back on track.” 

Croyle said, “There are no lingering doubts 
from last year. If anyone has them, I don’t want 
them around. We didn’t work hard all sum- 
mer, and we aren't going to work hard in 
August and then have doubts. I always think 
we're going to win. Last year when we were 
down and going into the LSU game, | thought 
we would win. That's how I think and that’s 
how everyone on this team thinks.” 

Croyle is honest about the shoulder injury 
that had such an effect on his season last year. 
But he doesn’t hide behind it. “Ill take my 
share of the blame,” he said. “But it doesn’t 
matter what you do, the shoulder is going to 
be part of it. It wasn’t fun, and it wasn’t fun for 
anyone around me. But now I’m through it. 
I'm looking forward to a healthy season.” 

He said, “The shoulder is tighter than ever. 
I've always had loose joints. That one isn’t 
loose any more.” 


pring training was “different” for Croyle. 

When the team was in full gear and hav- 

ing contact, Croyle was standing with 
Head Coach Mike Shula and Quarterbacks 
Coach David Rader. 

“I would have been better off had I been able 
to go through it, but being able to watch it 
with Coach Shula and Coach Rader and seeing 
how they wanted it done gave me a different 
perspective; a coach’s perspective. I think that 
experience will help me this season.” 

Although the upcoming junior has never 
had a reputation as a player who goes the extra 
mile in the weight room, Croyle has been ded- 
icated to improvement this summer, a summer 
in which he was given the all clear by his doc- 
tors to resume all football work. Last season 
Croyle suffered a dislocated left (non-throw- 
ing) shoulder, which required surgery last 
December 11. He also suffered cracked ribs, an 
injury that was not disclosed during the sea- 
son. Croyle was held out of team contact drills 
in the spring, but has been able to throw. 

Like most Alabama football players, Croyle 
spent the entire summer in Tuscaloosa. In ad- 
dition to taking classes both semesters of sum- 
mer school, Croyle had busy afternoons and 
evenings. He started his football day in the 
film room, spending about an hour each day. 
Then it was a couple of hours in the weight 
room and doing conditioning work. At 5 p.m. 
each afternoon there was pass skeleton work. 
These are drills in which quarterbacks, backs, 
wide receivers and tight ends work against de- 
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Brodie Croyle put up impressive statistics despite playing with injuries throughout 2003. He is 


healthy going into this season and has high expectations for the Crimson Tide. 


fensive backs and linebackers. After the pass 
skel, the quarterbacks and wide receivers 
watched videotapes together. 

And for the first time in his Crimson Tide ca- 
reer, Croyle appears to be no friend of Dr. 
Atkins this summer. The 6-2 Croyle has al- 
ways been slim. He reported to Alabama in 
2001 at 180 pounds. After a redshirt year and 
two seasons he was up to 184 when Alabama 
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played its final game of 2003. This year he has 
ballooned to 203 pounds, and hopes to be at 
210 when Bama players report for fall camp on 
August 9. 


royle thinks the area in which he most 
needs to improve is “the overall deci- 
sion-making process. That comes with 
time, with watching more film, with knowing 
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the offense better this year than I did last year." 

Croyle said that the offense Alabama ran last 
season is the base offense that will be used this 
year. “But,” he said, “it doesn’t look the same 
because now we're running it right. It seems so 
much easier and open than it did before we un- 
derstood the principles.” 

He said the Alabama offense isn’t one in 
which the run is set up by the pass or the pass 
set up by the run. “In our offense, the pass and 
run help each other,” he said. “We want to be 
able to do both.” 

Croyle said that it was inaccurate to say that 
Alabama did not have its blitz protection pack- 
age in last season, “Thats basic,” he said. “It is 
true we didn’t have enough time to put in all 
our audibles, but in this offense there’s not 
much need fora lot of audibles.” 

There were offensive breakdowns last year, he 
said. But sometimes it was a matter of the quar- 
terback missing a receiver or a running back 
not making a tackler miss him. “A coach can't 
call a perfect play every time,” Croyle said. 
“Sometimes you just have to be a football play- 
er. 

That even extends to scrambling. “I don't 
mind running as long as I'm healthy,” he said. “1 
think the ability to scramble can help the ol- 
fense out sometimes. But its not what a quarter- 
back is supposed to do.” 


royle admits that it was sometimes diffi- 
{ cult to be the leader of the team in 2003. 

“IT was a sophomore and we had all those 
fifth-year senior wide receivers,” he said. “Its a 
whole lot easier for me to talk to these young 
guys about coverages and so forth than it was 
those guys who had been around a lot longer 
than | had.” 

Croyle has high expectations for a receiver 
corps that is almost unknown outside of the 
Thomas-Drew practice field environs. “These 
young guys have a ton of talent and I’m ex- 
pecting a lot,” Croyle said. “We're going to be 
young, but young is not always bad. Overall, 
we'll have more speed, We won't have the 
size and of course we don't have the experi- 
ence. We have potential for big yards after 
the catch.” 

And as Croyle has said, those yards are a 
quarterback’s best friend. 

Croyle does hope for the return of one experi- 
enced hand. “It would be huge,” he said, if 
Antonio Carter is able to comeback from a two- 
year absence. Carter was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility after missing two years with compli- 
cations from surgery on his leg. “He has been a 
great leader for us from the sidelines and it 
would be great to have him as a leader on the 
field,” Croyle said. 

The most experienced returning wide receiver 
from last season, Tyrone Prothro, has impressed 
Croyle with his improvement. “He's making a 
lot of big plays in pass skel.” Croyle said. “He 
needs to keep doing that; keep getting better.” 

Croyle spent a lot of time in the summer with 
the receivers to work on reading defenses. “It 
starts with the quarterback,” Croyle said. “The 
tight ends and running backs are big in our hot 
reads,” he said. “But the wide receivers need to 
be aware of the situation, know when they have 
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too many people for us to block and make the 
adjustment.” 

Croyle thinks the running game will be good. 
“T think Ray (Hudson) will be the starter at tail- 
back, and hes the kind of guy who could run 
for 1500 yards,” Croyle said. “Tim (Castille) 
seems to make something happen every time he 
touches the ball, whether he’s at halfback or 
fullback. KD (Kenneth Darby) is coming back 
from an injury and he has some talent.” 

He’s glad to see tight end David Cavan mak- 
ing progress. And he said he couldn't help but 
be impressed with incoming freshman Trent 
Davidson, who spent the summer in Tusca- 
loosa. “He’s strong, tough, runs smooth 
routes, and has soft hands,” Croyle said. 
“And he’s 6-5, 260.” 

Croyle is also high on the offensive line, 
which was without Wesley Britt in the spring. 
The line lost starting guards Justin Smiley and 
Dennis Alexander, “They looked great,” Croyle 
said. “Kyle Tatum made huge strides at tackle. | 
expect lo be able to stand in there and be pro- 
tected the same way they expect me to com- 
plete passes.” 


rodie Croyle is Alabama’ starting quarter- 
back. There is no quarterback controver- 


sy. But no one has a job locked up. 
“Brodie is our starter, but he has to continue to 
earn it,” Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula said. 
“And Lexpect him to do that.” 

Shula said, “It would have been better to have 
had Brodie for 11-on-11 work in the spring, but 
I feel better about the (quarterback) position 
than at any time. Brodie is smart, he’ talented, 
he's savvy. He is driven to do it. There's not a 
better competitor on our team. He has all the 
things you want. He just needs more experi- 
ence.” 

The coach said, “I think he would have 
played better last year if he hadn't been hurt. He 
was hurt all season.” 
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Shula added, “Where he’s got to get better 
through experience is in taking completions 
and in not taking hits. Theres nothing wrong 
with throwing it away sometimes. And we've 
got to get better in our protection of the quar- 
terback and our receivers have to get better in 
getting open.” 

While Croyle is the starter going into fall 
work, Shula said that the coaching staff will 
have to get a lot of repetitions for all the 
quarterbacks. He said that Croyle and 
Spencer Pennington, the 2003 back-up who 
also missed part of last season and who was 
limited in spring work because of a shoulder 
injury and surgery, would have to get repeti- 
tions to make up for the work they couldn’t 
get in the spring. 

And Mare Guillon, the sophomore transfer 
from Miami who got most of the spring work at 
quarterback, deserves the opportunity to com- 
pete in August, Shula said. “I think we have to 
give a lot of reps to guys we think are going to 
be able to help us,” the coach said. “He played 
75 of the 91 plays we had on A-Day, and that 
kind of work helped him.” 

Shula said, “Because of the number of reps he 
got this spring, Marc is more comfortable in the 
system. He made huge strides. We have some 
competition at the quarterback position.” 

Croyle was pleased with the performance of 
Guillon in the spring. Even though they are 
competitors for the job, its the nature of foot- 
ball players that they are teammates first. 
“Anything can happen as we saw last year.” 
Croyle said. “Marc’s here to help the team. He 
came on this spring. I think we'll be better with 
him.” 

He added, “I can't get caught up in a quarter- 
back battle played in the newspaper or on tele- 
vision. I listen to Coach Shula and Coach Rader. 
| know the number two quarterback is always 
the most popular player. Thats the way it is all 
across the country, But I can’t think about that.” 
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Soccer Outlook: 


New Stadium Adds Excitement 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Goal is to return to SEC 
and national powerhouse 


labama Soccer Coach Don Staley’s 
Ax season is off to a great start before 

his squad ever hits the field. The fiery 
coach, entering his 11th season at Alabama, 
has a new stadium to show off his team’s ag- 
gressive style. The facility, along with Staley’s 
brand of forward-pushing, offensive soccer, 
was designed with spectators in mind. The 
new stadium seats 1,500 and has permanent 
concession stands, restrooms, and parking. 

The new stadium and the 2004 edition of 
the Crimson Tide will go on public display at 
7 p.m, CDT Friday, August 27, when Bama 
hosts Alabama AGM. 

“When I came to Alabama I envisioned 
this,” Staley said. “Now it’s here, and I’m so 
excited. It is a great facility. I'm looking for- 
ward to putting fans in the stands and having 
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them entertained with high-level college soc- 
cer. It takes us from the bottom to the top of 
the SEC in facilities.” 

Alabama averaged 512 in home attendance 
last year, which was sixth in the Southeastern 
Conference despite having no permanent facil- 
ity. Staley encourages attendance by catering to 
fans. There's a large grass area where children 
can play during the game, and at halftime the 
playing surface is turned over to those kids. 

Promotional giveaways are distributed by 
Staley personally before the game, as he rides 
up and down the sideline on a golf cart throw- 
ing the items to the fans. He also attempts to 
entertain during the game, deploying his de- 
fensive players forward to try to increase his 
squad’ offensive opportunities. 

“We want to entertain the fans,” he said. 
“Low scoring games aren't very fun. If you 
have to have a low scoring game, then you'd 
better make sure it's attractive in the defensive 
side. Its almost like watching a football game 
and seeing crunching tackles. We want to 
make sure the fans leave entertained.” 


The Crimson Tide is coming off a 9-8-2 
record, a season in which it missed out on a 
berth in the SEC Tournament on a goal-differ- 


ential tiebreaker. As it is in almost every 
league-sponsored sport, the SEC is a soccer 
powerhouse. Only the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence is considered stronger. 

Staley is 103-85-9 at Bama, and he was 
named SEC Coach of the Year in 1994 and 
1998. After stumbling in 1999 and 2000, the 
Crimson Tide has had three consecutive 
winning seasons. This year’s squad has a 
higher goal: to become a force in the SEC 
and nationally. 

“I'm not the most patient person,” Staley 
said. “Because we've had three good years I'm 
looking to a continuation of that and getting 
back to the SEC tournament and the NCAA. 
The sky is the limit with this new facility and 
with our recruiting efforts with this staff.” 

The Alabama soccer staff will be bolstered 
by Assistant Teresa Patterson, and by the addi- 
tion of Katie Barnes as an assistant coach. 
Barnes has been splitting time between coach- 
ing at Alabama, including recruiting around 
the country, and playing professionally on a 
part-time basis. 

Barnes played as a guest player with the 
Auanta Beat and Washington Freedom of the 
WUSA in exhibition matches and the Pitts- 
burgh Steel City Sparks of the WPSL. She 
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helped lead the Beat to a 2-0 win over the 
Ashville Splash of the W-League, by scoring a 
goal and assisting on the other. She also 
helped the Steel City Sparks to a 2-0 win over 
the Maryland Pride, scoring both goals. 

“T've really had a lot of fun playing,” said 
Barnes. “It certainly validates how much I 
enjoy it. It also helps from a recruiting stand- 
point. Anytime a program is affiliated with a 
player still playing at this level I think it’s ap- 
pealing to recruits and it can be used as a re- 
cruiting tool.” 

Staley said having Barnes still playing com- 
petitively has many benefits for his squad. 
“Not only is it an advantage in recruiting, but 
its motivation for the kids in the program to 
see someone whos still a player at the highest 
level,” he said. “They can see this coach over 
there working out and really putting in the 
time. For them it should be a sign ‘Hey. This is 
what I've got to do to take my game to the 
next level.’ [t's a double-positive for us. And 
her name recognition helps us in recruiting.” 


he Crimson Tide should have what it 

[ takes to score this year, with Libby 

Probst, Bama’s leading returning goal- 

scorer, along with Kylie Boyd and Gillian 

Kilburn. Probst scored eight goals as a sopho- 

more, which tied for the team lead with de- 
parted senior Dawn Nash. 

Boyd had two goals and two assists in 17 
starts on the year, and Kilburn had four goals 
and five assists on the year. “(Kilburn) had one 
of the prettiest goals I've seen in a long time 
against UAB early last season,” Staley said. “I 
think with a year of maturity she’s going to be 
one to watch.” Incoming freshman Jordan 
OBanion is also expected to provide some of- 
fensive punch for the Crimson Tide offense. 

Where the Tide will encounter some con- 
cerns is in the back, with goaltending and de- 
fense. Bama must replace Lauren Imwalle, 
who was a second-team All-SEC defender and 
one of the most-honored academic performers 
in Tide athletics history. Imwalle started the 
last 17 games for Alabama after missing the 
first two contests with injury. She was winner 
of the $10,000 H. Boyd McWhorter Post- 
graduate Scholarship. 

The Tide also will miss Katie Holtzapfel, 
who started 77 straight games. Holtzapfel 
played a team high 1,714 minutes on defense 
while playing the full 90 minutes 12 times 
and 110 minutes against Vanderbilt and at 
Mississippi State. 

In the back, the Tide will count on Chelsea 
Stang, a freshman, and Natalie Kohn. Leigh 
Alexander, Emily Pitek and Allison DeLisle 
will be in the mix. 

“Tm really okay with our defense,” Staley 
said. “The goalkeeping is the question be- 
cause of the injuries. We'll find a way to work 
that out. We're usually an offensive defense; 
we play with a thin crew in the back in order 
to have more attackers. With injuries to the 
goalkeepers, we might have to adjust.” 

Laura Lowman will be the number one 
goaltender, and she might be the only option. 
Last year, Lowman started all but one match 
and recorded four shutouts in her sophomore 
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Laura Lowman started all but one game in goal for Bama last year despite injuries. She turned in four 


shutouts. 


campaign. Lowman will be the starter in spite 
of injuries. She opted to forgo surgery in favor 
of rehabilitation on problems with ligaments 
in her foot. Staley said he would like to red- 
shirt Carly Carlson, who played in seven 
games, starting one as a freshman. Walk-ons 
may be used to provide depth. 

The spring season for soccer, much like 
football, is a time for player development and 
teaching. Instead of just practicing, however, 
soccer squads play practice games. Alabama 
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posted a 6-2-2 record in the spring. Staley said 
he was more pleased with the quality of the 
Tide’s improvement than the winning record. 

“| think that they started to understand and 
buy into our system,” Staley said. “Frankly, 
we're going to play very direct. We're going to 
play in-your-face defense and we expect our 
kids to battle for every ball. We're not going to 
be a fancy team; we're going to get the ball 
forward and do what we need to do to put the 
ball in the back of the net.” 
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Volleyball Outlook: 


Heffner Should Make Tide Strong 


y Kirk McNair 


Senior All-America could 
help Tide to NCAA tourney 


here are so-called team sports that are 

really individual sports in which 

those individuals make up a college 
team. Golf, tennis, swimming and diving, 
and track and field are such sports. Then 
there are true team sports, such as football, 
basketball, and soccer. Volleyball is one of 
those true team sports. Nevertheless, this 
year’s Alabama volleyball team is Erin 
Heffner’s team. That comes from Coach Judy 
Green, who can’t say enough about her up- 
coming senior All-America outside hitter. 

“Our marquee player obviously is Erin 
Heffner,” Green said. “She is a special ath- 
lete. She continually stays hungry and inter- 
ested and intensely searching for ways to 
improve her game. When a senior and the 
best player has that mentality, it has a domi- 
no effect on the entire team. This is Erin 
Heffner’s team.” 

Heffner, 6-0, from Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
was an honorable mention All-America last 
year, the first Crimson Tide volleyball player 
to achieve that honor. As a junior she led 
the Southeastern Conference in kills with 
5.21 per game and posted double figure kills 
in 28 of 31 matches. She earned All-SEC for 
the third consecutive year and recorded her 
1,000th career kill. 

This summer Heffner competed with a na- 
tional team in an international competition in 
Europe. Green said, “She started every match 
at outside hitter and was solid against some 
of the best players in the world her age.” 

Green calls Heffner “the complete pack- 
age. She can physically overpower any de- 
fender. And she has worked on her attack so 
that when two 6-3 defenders are in front of 
her, she can do something else, a different 
shot.” 

But volleyball is a team sport. And while 
the contributions of Heffner can’t be over- 
stated, she can't do it alone. Green has had 
good success in her previous eight years as 
Alabama's head coach. After some growing 
pains in the first three years, the Tide has 
put together five straight winning seasons 
and reached the semifinals of the SEC 
Tournament the past three years. Last year 
Bama was 11-5 in SEC play and 18-13 over- 
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Erin Heffner has been a three-time All-Southeastern Conference performer and last year became the 


first Alabama volleyball player to earn All-America mention. 


all against a challenging schedule. The Tide 
finished second in the SEC Western Division 
and third overall in the league. 

Alabama's volleyball team begins practice 
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August 11 and will have 29 practice sessions 
(some two-a-day work) before opening the 
season September | hosting Alabama AGM. 
Including the Crimson Tide Invitational 
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(September 3-4), Bama will have five con- 
secutive home matches to start the season, 
That's a far cry from last year’s challenge 
when the first eight matches and 12 of the 
first 15 were on the road. An Alabama foot- 
ball fan would not recognize a difficult 
schedule in many sports. It's like scheduling 
Penn State in baseball or Nebraska in bas- 
ketball. Good football names, but not neces- 
sarily the toughest teams in other sports. 

Green said that this year’s schedule will be 
very difficult, every opponent ranked among 
the nation’s top 80. It’s her philosophy to 
have the tough schedule in hopes of im- 
pressing the NCAA selection committee, 
much the way Mark Gottfried has done with 
the Bama men’s basketball program. “The 
problem,” Green said, “is you've got to be 
good enough to play that kind of schedule. 
Last year it was too tough early,” 

Green can't say enough good about the 
2003 team. “We opened up with an inexperi- 
enced setter in Erin Price and had a tough 
start, (Bama lost five of its first six matches.) 
It took awhile to hit our stride, but by mid- 
season we were an outstanding team, which 
makes a statement about our players know- 
ing how to win. Last year also gave us coach- 
es a lesson: the more you can simplify, the 
more successful the team can be. Sometimes 
we try to complicate things too much,” 

Green is excited about the upcoming sea- 
son, “Every player on the team, including 
the incoming freshmen, was in school for 
the second semester of summer school, 
playing and practicing, and working out 
under our strength coach, Jamie Clinton.” 
Clinton, in her first year with Bama, is a rar- 
ity, a female strength coach, and she’s also a 
former college volleyball player. 


with her other seniors and the role they 

will play on the 2004 Crimson Tide. 
“Kory Tull and Julie Farley will play,” Green 
said, 

Tull, 5-10, “is one of the best ball-control 
players in the conference,” Green said. “If 
she’s healthy, she'll play the opposite posi- 
tion. In addition to her ball control-her abil- 
ity to dig—she has the shots.” 

Farley, 6-1, is a returning starter at middle 
blocker. She'll get competition from 6-3 
sophomore letterwinner Rachael Green and 
6-2 sophomore Katie Barker. 

Also returning as a starter is Kelly Potter, a 
6-0 junior, who was an opposite last year, 
but has also played outside hitter and mid- 
dle blocker. Potter will get competition at 
opposite from soph Abbie Blackburn, a 5-11 
left-hander who was a back-up as a fresh- 
man, and freshman Bridget Fuentez, 5-11, 

Green is also pleased with a transfer, 


L: addition to Heffner, Green is pleased 
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Jessica Yearout. She played at Idaho the past 
two years. The 5-7 junior, who is eligible 
this year, is a libero/defensive specialist who 
led her team in digs for two years and ranks 
eighth on the all-time list in that category 
for Idaho, By way of comparison, Yearout 
averaged 4.35 digs per game over the past 
two seasons, while Alabama's leader, 
Heffner, averaged just 2.34 per game over 
that span, 

Yearout and Tull are top candidates for the 
libero position. A new rule allowing the 
libero to serve one rotation and play on the 
back row should “play into our personnel 
situation very well,” Green said. 

Mary Beth Moore, 5-6, is a defensive spe- 
cialist. 

Also new to the team will be freshmen set- 
ters Megan Hudson, 5-9, and Brigitte Slack, 
5-11. “They have different styles, but we ex- 
pect both to be effective,” Green said. 
“Megan is a little faster, while Brigitte is 
more physical, a great blocker and physical 
net player. Her greatest strength is she gets 
the ball to the antenna.” The antenna marks 
the side of the court at the net, and the set- 
ter who gets the ball there gives the outside 
hitter the advantage, 


Although not new to the squad, Crystal 
Hudson, 5-11, was redshirted last year. One 
of the most athletic players, Hudson will 
join the competition at outside hitter, as will 
Fuentez, another elite level athlete. 

The biggest loss [rom last year’s squad was 
Jennifer Bibber, who was a senior outside 
hitter for the 2003 squad. Bama also lost 
Jennifer Cusimano, who had to retire with 
injuries, and Erin Price and Sarah Schneider, 
who elected to transfer. 

Bama has a new assistant coach in Erich 
Hinterstocker, who joins the Tide from the 
strong Wisconsin-Green Bay team, where he 
was associate head coach. Chris Redding 
will be in his second year as a Tide assistant. 

Green expects some exposure for her sport 
this year because of the United State having 
a very strong women’s volleyball team com- 
peting in the Olympies in Athens. “It builds 
a lot of excitement,” she said. 

But what will excite Green is if her team 
can compete against a difficult schedule and 
take the next step, which is to earn an invi- 
tation to the NCAA Tournament in Decem- 
ber. “We won't be able to take any nights off 
with this schedule, but that’s the way we 
want it,” she said. 


Don’t tailgate... 


APARTMENT-GATE! 


STADIUM VIEW 
APARTMENTS 


(The Name Says It All) 


Renovated and ready with a year-round sports package 
for ‘Bama Fans! 


*3 blocks from Bryant-Denny 
* 1 1/2 blocks from trolley to Coleman Coliseum 
¢ Walking distance to restaurants & pubs 
¢ Convenient off-street parking 
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eAffordable rents tailored to your needs 
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Where Are They Now? 


Robinson Used His Opportunity 


by Erik Stinnett 


He has been successful 
on and off football field 


one of those obscure Alabama football 

players who never really left his mark 
on the Crimson Tide program. One of those 
players who never tapped into his full poten- 
tial. One of those players who blew the 
chance of a lifetime. 

Robinson could have...but he didn’t. 

The way his career started in 1982, though, 
few people would have been surprised if he 
hadn't slipped into anonymity. He, along with 
roommate Vernon Wilkinson, quickly drew 
the ire of Coach Paul Bryant when they over- 
slept and showed up late for a meeting. And 
that wasn’t the only time Bryant had to ad- 
monish the young defensive back from 
Mobile. Sometimes, Robinson said, Bryant 
would chew him out for not going full-speed 
in practice. 

“I didn’t think he could see every little 
thing from up in that tower, but I guess he 
could,” said Robinson, now 40 and living in 
Stone Mountain, Georgia. “You just hated to 
see him come down from that tower and 
head your direction because you knew he 
was about to lash into you.” 

But learning to please Bryant wasn’t 
Robinson's only concern that year. A nagging 
back injury hampered Robinson's perfor- 
mance on the practice field, forcing Robinson 
to take a redshirt season. He was already bat- 
tling feelings of self-doubt, and the back in- 
jury didn’t help. 

“I remember coming in as a freshman and 
being treated like a freshman and wondering 
if | was good enough to make the team,” 
Robinson said. “You come in and see all these 
All-Americans, and it makes you wonder.” 

Robinson, however, pressed on and today 
recalls the transformation that took place in 
his life because he stayed the course. 

“I remember the hard work,” he said. 
“Coach Bryant put you through a gut check, 
and if you passed his gut check, it was like 
stepping into manhood.” 

Despite the shaky start, Robinson was one 
of those who eventually passed. He had some 
help along the way, and, in turn, he helped 
others. Throughout his career at The Cap- 
stone, Robinson said he and the rest of his 
teammates learned to lean on each other for 
strength and support. 

“We had such a great camaraderie, and we 
were close knit,” he said. “All of us being to- 
gether at Bryant Hall, | think, made us closer. 
Plus, we went through blood, sweat and tears 


i fesse Robinson easily could have been 
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Freddie Robinson was a two-time All-SEC defensive back for Alabama who went on to an NFL career 


before putting his electrical engineering degree to work. 


together both in practice and in games. We 
had a platoon-like bond.” 


Te Ray Perkins era began in 1983, and 


Robinson, as a redshirt freshman, 

proved to be a key component of that 
year’s 8-4 squad. He tied Stan Gay with a 
team-high three interceptions, and, in the pro- 
cess, earned Freshman All-America honors. 
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As a junior in 1985, Robinson and Kermit 
Kendrick tied for the team-high in intercep- 
tions with three apiece, and as a senior in 
1986, Robinson added seven more intercep- 
tions-another team high-to his career total. 
He also had a team-best seven passes broken 
up that year. 

Robinson was voted All-SEC as both a ju- 
nior and senior. 
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endrick said, “Freddie was fast; | mean 

real fast. He was also quick and physi- 

cal. We were all big defensive backs in 
those days at Alabama, six-foot or taller. But 
Freddie could run, and he could cover. If the 
other team broke a long run, Freddie could 
catch him. Freddie was so steady. Sometimes 
you wouldn't know he was out there because 
the other team would not throw in his direc- 
tion.” 

Kendrick remembers one of Robinson's 
finest performances coming in a 28-10 win 
over Notre Dame in 1986, 

“With all the emotion involved in that 
game and the fact that we had never beaten 
them before, Freddie came up big,” Kendrick 
said. “... That was an historical game.” 

Robinson, whom Perkins described as a 
“great player, a really great individual and a 
super leader,” credits much of his success at 
Alabama to his coaches. It was Bryant, he 
said, who instilled in him a tireless work 
ethic, and it was Perkins who added an NFL 
perspective to the game for him. Steve 
Walters, Alabama's defensive backs coach in 
1985, also made an impression, 

“(Walters) turned us from being a bend- 
but-don't-break type defense to being a more 
challenging defense, forcing the other team to 
have to beat you with a perfect throw,” 
Robinson said. 

Robinson carried that mind-set with him 
into the NFL where he starred for the 
Indianapolis Colts. A sixth-round draft pick 
in 1987, Robinson played three seasons with 
the Colts before ending his NFL career with 
the Washington Redskins in 1990. His fa- 
vorite memories during those four years were 
making the All-Rookie team, intercepting 
John Elway during a 31-0 Colts romp and in- 
tercepting Dan Marino. “I almost returned it 
for a touchdown,” Robinson said with a 
twinge of regret of the interception off 
Marino. “I got to the five-yard line.” 

Robinson's budding NFL career was cut 
short by a severe knee injury, which led to 
four knee surgeries. 

“| just never got back my full flexibility,” he 
said. 


ith his playing days over, Robin- 
son put to use the electrical engi- 
neering degree he earned at 
Alabama. He started his telecommunications 
career with SBC and later joined KMC 
Telecom. He serves as a network engineer 
and director of telecommunications for KMC. 

“I've been doing this for the last 15 years,” 
he said. “It’s not football, but it’s a pretty fun 
career.” 

Work, though, isn’t the only thing keeping 
Robinson busy these days. He and his wife, 
Brenda, his high school sweetheart and fellow 
Alabama alum, have two daughters, Kiristen, 
14, and Kristen, 11. Kiristen plays basketball 
and Kristen is into track and volleyball. 

Robinson, who said he’s most proud of the 
fact that both his daughters are honor stu- 
dents, coaches both girls. 

Another one of his joys is coaching football, 
which he’s done for the past four years. He's 
the defensive coordinator for a little league 
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football team, made up of 14-year-olds. Last 
season, the team won the league champi- 
onship. 

“I enjoy watching kids develop and gradu- 
ate on to the high school level,” Robinson 
said. 

Its not all about sports, though. Robinson is 
active in a youth program designed to pro- 
mote careers in finance and engineering, and 
he’s just recently got involved in a program 
that helps prepare college athletes for the 
NEL. He's also active at his church, serving as 
a deacon and teaming with his wife to head a 
married couples ministry. 


obinson still makes time to follow 

Bama football, too. Although he lives in 

n Atlanta suburb, he said the Crimson 
Tide is well represented there. The local 
University of Alabama alumni group is 
strong, he said, and several of his old team- 
mates currently call the Avlanta area home. 

“We get together here and watch games or 
we go together to games in Tuscaloosa,” 
Robinson said of his ex-teammates. 

So what does he think of another of his ex- 
teammates now serving as head coach of the 
Crimson Tide? 

“It makes me feel old,” Robinson said with 
a laugh, “but its good to see not only Mike 
(Shula), but other guys | played with in the 
NFL moving into leadership roles and show- 


ing a high level of maturity.” 

Although he hasn't spoken directly to Shula 
since he became head coach, Robinson said 
he’s left a message and talked to some other 
members of the coaching staff. 

“I just wanted to let Mike know that we're 
behind him and cheering for him,” Robinson 
said. “I do plan on visiting with him this sea- 
son. 

Concerning the prospects for this season, 
Robinson is optimistic. 

“I think with Brodie (Croyle) back healthy, 
his leadership ability will help the team 
tremendously,” he said. “Its going to be hard 
to replace Shaud Williams, but every year 
Alabama has guys who step up who hadn't 
had the opportunity before. I’m confident 
we're going to have a winning season.” 

And, who knows, maybe this will be the 
year the next Freddie Robinson emerges in 
the Alabama secondary. Tide coaches, players, 
fans can only wish. As Kendrick is quick to 
point out, Robinson was the real deal in more 
ways than one. 

“1 can't think of anybody who didn’t like 
Freddie,” said Kendrick, who described the 
former all-conference performer as a big 
brother to him. “He carried himself with re- 
spect. He was just an easy-going guy and easy 
to get along with. He also proved you can go 
to college, be a good football player and grad- 
uate. He was a great example to me.’ 
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Alabama Signees: 


Teams Continue To Add Athletes 


by Mitch Dobbs 


Baseball, tennis, and 
women’s basketball have 
picked up new performers 


ith a few exceptions, football 
signings take place on one day, 
the first Wednesday in February. 


Boom! Its over. Men's basketball sometimes 
takes a little longer, but not much. These 
days most of the men’s basketball signings 
are completed in the one-week early signing 
period in November. But for other sports, 
the process tends to go on and on. This year 
was no exception, 

This summer there have been announce- 
ments of new signees in baseball and tennis, 
and a transfer in women’s basketball. 
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After suffering through a very difficult 
baseball season, Coach Jim Wells and his 
staff have made an effort to correct the situa- 
tion through recruiting. Bama has added five 
signees and a transfer this summer. 

New signees are junior outfielder Scott 
Mitchell, junior right-handed pitchers 
Jordan Davis and Patrick Kelly, junior left- 
handed pitcher Kenneth Brown, and fresh- 
man right-handed pitcher/first baseman 
Austin Hyatt. Additionally, junior catcher 
Kody Valverde has transferred to Alabama 
from New Orleans. 

Mitchell (6-2, 210) will bring much-need- 
ed speed and power. A transfer from Howard 
College in Big Spring, Texas, Mitchell batted 
.444 (80-for-180) in 54 games this season 
with 11 home runs and 71 RBI. He also 
scored 69 runs and laced 19 doubles. 

One of the premier base stealers in the 
country, Mitchell swiped 52 of 55 bases to 
rank third nationally. His .9455 stolen base- 
ball percentage ranked second in the nation. 
In addition, he ranked eighth in RBI, 13th in 
hitting, and 29th in home runs in Division I 
junior college play. 
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A facility of the City of Montgomery Parks and Recreation Department 


Davis (6-0, 170) is a hard-throwing right- 
hander who bounced back from Tommy 
John surgery (February 24, 2003), which 
caused him to miss the 2003 season at Paris 
(Texas) College. During the 2004 season 
with the Dragons, Davis compiled a 3-3 
record with three saves and a 3,82 ERA in 
16 appearances. 

In 35 1/3 innings, he allowed 36 hits, 18 
runs and 15 earned runs, with only six 
walks and 34 strikeouts. In conference play, 
Davis was 2-3 with one save and a 4.82 
ERA, but walked only four batters in 27 1./3 
innings to go along with his 26 strikeouts. 

Davis was named to the 2004 NJCAA All- 
Star Team and traveled with the team to 
China in July to participate in a goodwill 
All-Star Tour. He is a native of Frisco, Texas 
and attended Frisco High School. 

Kelly (6-5, 195) pitched the last two years 
for former Alabama and major league left- 
hander Bobby Sprowl at Shelton State 
Community College. 

An All Northern Conference Selection, 
Kelly appeared in 12 games and posted an 8- 
3 record and 2.45 ERA for the Bucs this 
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spring, In 66 innings, he allowed 40 hits, 25 
runs and 18 earned runs, with 38 walks and 
71 strikeouts. He wrapped up the season by 
winning four of his last five decisions. 

Kelly led the Northern Division with eight 
wins and was third in the Northern Division 
with a 2.45 ERA and ranked in the Top 10 in 
fewest runs allowed (first, 25), fewest earned 
runs allowed (first, 18), opponents batting 
average (second, .165), fewest hits allowed 
(second, 40). strikeouts (third. 71), and in- 
nings pitched (ninth, 66). 

A native of Dothan, Kelly is a 2002 gradu- 
ate of Houston Academy, where he was a 
four-year letterman in football and baseball. 

Brown (6-2, 195) spent the last two years at 
Chipola Junior College in Marianna, Florida. 
In 2003, he was a teammate of current UA 
outfielder Matt Grooms and helped Chipola 
to the Panhandle Conference Championship 
and a berth in the state playoffs, 

A native of Lafayette, Louisiana, Brown at- 
tended St. Thomas More High School, where 
he compiled a 30-0 record in district play. 

Hyatt (6-3, 190) is the only freshman 
among the signees. A native of Marietta, 
Georgia, Hyatt attended Marietta High 
School, where he was named the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution’s Cobb County Hitter of 
the Year. 

As a senior, Hyatt batted .430 with seven 
home runs and 30 RBL Hyatt finished in the 
top two of those triple crown categories for 
Region 5-AAAAA. On the mound, he posted 
a 5-1 record and 2.00 ERA with 66 strikeouts 
in 46 innings as he helped put Marietta in the 
state playoffs. 

Valverde (6-0, 201) played two seasons at 
UNO for Coach Randy Bush. He batted .296 
(74-for-250) in 85 games with seven home 
runs and 45 RBI. 

Last season he was second on the team 
with a .327 (55-for-168) average and added 
seven home runs and 45 RBI despite missing 
15 games with an injury. He was redshirted in 
2003 because of an injury. During his [resh- 
man year (2002), he hit .232 (19-for-82) with 
nine RBI in +1 games. 

He also led the Privateers this season with a 
371 batting average in Sun Belt Conference 
play, which earned him All-Sun Belt 
Conference honors and placed him on the 
American Baseball Coaches Association 
(ABCA) All-South Region team. 

A native of Baton Rouge, he attended 
Parkview Baptist High school. 

Balancing the additions, the Crimson Tide 
had four of its previous signees sign proles- 
sional baseball contracts. They will not come 
to The University now. They are left-handed 
pitcher Ray Liotta (third round, Chicago 
White Sox), infielder Eric Campbell (second 
round, Atlanta Braves), and right-hander 
Patrick Bryant (sixth round, Minnesota 
Twins). One other signee, right-hander Aaron 
Tennyson, signed a free agent contract with 
the Kansas City Royals. 
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en's Tennis Coach Billy Pate added 
Ms: late signee, Billy Mertz of Silver 

Springs, Maryland. Mertz has been 
ranked as high as number 11 in the USTA 
under-18 rankings in 200+, Mertz won the 
boys’ 18 division of the National Open in 
July, and was a finalist in the prestigious ATP 
Gator Bowl in May. He won the boys 16 divi- 
sion of the USTA MAS championship in 
2002. 

Mertz will be expected to play in the mid- 
dle to top half of Pate’s lineup in the spring of 
2005. Mertz joins Canadian Jordie Kinder- 
vater, Andrew Felsenthal of Memphis Tennes- 
see, and Taylor Striplin of Birmingham in the 
signing class. 

Women's Tennis Coach Jenny Mainz picked 
up a late signee in West Virginia's Melissa 
Day, Day will be a junior for the coming sea- 
son after playing her first two years at num- 
ber one singles for West Virginia. Day was | 1- 
10 in singles and 13-10 in doubles for the 
Mountaineers a year ago, She is expected to 
play in or around the number three spot in 
the Tide's lineup during the 2005 season. 

Women's Basketball Coach Rick Moody 
picked up a transfer from national champion 
Connecticut this summer. Kiana Robinson 
will have to sit out this season, then will have 
three years of eligibility remaining. 

Robinson was a reserve player on the 
Connecticut's squad that won a third consec- 
utive national title this year. She appeared in 
18 games for the Huskies. averaging 1.7 
points and 1.4 rebounds a game as a true 
freshman. 

“Obviously, we are thrilled to have a player 
like Kiana joining our program,” said Moody. 
“She is a remendous athlete and the type of 
player we need to help return our program to 
a level of suecess where we expect to be. We 
recruited her very heavily out of high school 
and developed a great relationship with her 
and her family. I believe that played a big part 
in her choosing Alabama after she decided to 
leave Connecticut.” 

A 5-8 guard from Brandon, Florida, 
Robinson was a standout prep player at both 
Brandon High School and Laurinburg (North 
Carolina) Institute. She spent three seasons at 
BHS, before playing her senior campaign at 
Laurinburg, where she averaged 23.0 points 
and 10.0 rebounds per game. She averaged 
28.0 points and 10.0 rebounds a game in her 
junior season at Brandon, 

A third-team Parade High School All- 
America as a senior, Robinson also was listed 
on USA Today's Super 25 team. 

Her prep career also included being named 
Hillsborough County Player of the Year alter 
leading the county in scoring and participat- 
ing in the USA Basketball Youth Development 
Festival. 

Robinson joins the Tide’s quartet of early 
freshman signees—Chanel Johnson, Crystal 
Bellinger, Mamie Rutherford and Lateelah 


Joye. 


www.BamaMag.com 


N 


x \ | \\ 
IT 7 Zz 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Call Today! 

1-800-713-2261 

e Subscribe 

e Re-New 

° Gift 
Subscriptions 


A subscription to “BAMA, INSIDE 
THE CRIMSON TIDE, is the best way 
for Alabama fans to keep up 
with their favorite team. 

‘BAMA includes 10 magazines 
and e-mail newsletters after all 
football games. 

While the emphasis is on foot- 
ball and football recruiting, ALL 
Alabama men’s and women’s 
sports are covered. 

And no one covers recruiting, 
before and after the signing 
dates, like "BAMA. 

Use our convenient toll free 
telephone number to subscribe, 
re-new your subscription, or to 
give a gift to a Crimson Tide fan. 
Gift subscriptions include a card 
announcing your generosity. 

(Telephone orders VISA and 
MasterCard only.) 

Or you may FAX your credit 
card order to 1-205-345-1260 or 
mail your check for $35 per sub- 
scription (Alabama residents 
must include an additional $2 
for sales tax) to 
"BAMA 
P.O. Box 86 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


SCORECARD 


National Honor For LeBlanc 

Throughout the 2004 season, Wade LeBlanc 
was considered one of the best freshman ever 
to wear a baseball uniform for Alabama. This 
summer he was designated the best in the 
\1 1-year history of the Crimson Tide when 
both Baseball America and Collegiate Baseball 
named him the National Freshman of the 
Year. LeBlanc is the first Alabama player to 
win the honor. He shared the Collegiate 
Baseball award with Washington right-hander 
and Pac 10 Freshman of the Year, Tim 
Lincecum, and UC-Irvine right-hander and 
Big West Conference Freshman of the Year, 
Blair Erickson. 

In addition to being named National 
Freshman, LeBlane was, naturally, a Freshman 
All-America. And he was selected as the 2004 
SEC Freshman of the Year (also a first for an 
Alabama player) and second team All-SEC. 

LeBlane is the first pitcher to earn the top 
freshman honor since Stanford's Kyle Peterson 
in 1995. He's also the first Southeastern 
Conference player to earn the honor since 
Tennessee's R.A. Dickey in 1994, and the first 
left-handed pitcher (who is not also a hitter) 
to win it since Texas’ Greg Swindell in 1984. 

LeBlanc became just the fifth SEC player in 
history to earn the award, joining future Hall 
of Famer Rafael Palmiero (Mississippi State, 
1983), Todd Walker (LSU, 1992), Brett 
Laxton (LSU, 1993) and Dickey (1994). 

LeBlanc set Alabama freshman records for 
innings pitched (112.2), strikeouts (98) and 
complete games (8) and tied the UA freshman 
record with eight wins. 

In 16 games, 15 of them starts, LeBlanc 
posted an 8-4 record and 2.08 ERA . He al- 
lowed 87 hits, 37 runs and 26 earned runs, 
with 26 walks and 98 strikeouts, He threw 
eight complete games and pitched three 
shutouts. 

In addition to his freshman records, LeBlanc 
also ranks among the school’s Top 10 single- 
season leaders in several categories. 

His eight complete games tied Gene Lary 
(1955) for second place. The three shutouts 
tied Mike Innes (1968) and Drew Blocker 
(1974) for third. His innings pitched tied 
Dean Hayes (1983) for seventh place. The 98 
strikeouts tied Jarrod Kingrey (1998) and 
Steve Shoemaker (1994) for 10th place, 

“Wade LeBlanc had an outstanding sea- 
son,” Alabama Coach Jim Wells said. “He 
gave us a chance to win each time he stepped 
on the mound. You rarely see that with a 
freshman, He was so confident, much more 
mature than most freshmen. I am very proud 
of his accomplshments this season.” 


Ex-Tiders Have A Blast 

Former Alabama baseball players Andy 
Phillips (1996-99) and Joe Vitiello (1989-91) 
got together in Pawtucket, Rhode Island, this 
summer for the national Triple A All-Star 
Game, and the two were the stars of the show 
at sold out McCoy Stadium. 

Phillips, a former All-America now in the 
New York Yankees chain, ripped a two-out 
walk off home run in the bottom of the 10th 
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inning to lift the International League All- 
Stars to a 4-3 win over the Pacific Coast 
League All-Stars in the 17th annual Triple A 
All-Star Game in front of 11,000-plus fans at 
the home of the Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Phillips, who played second base in the 
game, was named Most Valuable Player. 

Phillips was not the only former UA All- 
America providing fireworks. Vitiello 
slammed a two-run home run in the fourth 
inning as the IL tied the game at 2-2. He was 
the designated hitter and was named the 
league's “Star of Stars.” 

While at Alabama, the duo combined for 95 
home runs in seven years with the Crimson 
Tide, Phillips is the school's all-time home run 
leader with 61 four-baggers, while Vitiello 
ranks 10th with 34 career home runs. 


Women’s Basketball Adds Coach 

Quentin Hillsman is a new assistant coach 
for Rick Moody's Alabama women's basketball 
team. Hillsman, a native of Suitland, 
Maryland, joins the Alabama staff after serv- 
ing as the head coach at The Patterson School 
in Lenoir, North Carolina. He takes the coach- 
ing position of C.C. Moorer, who moved over 
to the role of Director of Basketball 
Operations after former director Dan Cran- 
ford left to taking a prep coaching position at 
Holy Spirit High School in Tuscaloosa. 

In his only season at Patterson, Hillsman re- 
vived a program that was dormant for 10 
years and guided it to a 26-1 record and a na- 
tional girls’ prep schools championship. He 
spent two seasons as the head coach at 
Laurinburg (North Carolina) Institute, lead- 
ing them to a national prep school champi- 
onship in 2002 with a 22-0 record, 

In addition to his experience as a prep 
school head coach, Hillsman also spent several 
seasons as a collegiate assistant coach for pro- 
grams including American University, Siena 
College and his alma mater, St. Mary's College 
(Maryland). He helped guide Siena to a con- 
ference regular season and tournament cham- 
pionship and an appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament. His coaching career also included 
a stint at The Newport School, where he 
coached the boy’s and girl’s programs. 

A 1993 graduate of St. Mary’s College, 
Hillsman had a stellar four-year playing ca- 
reer, helping the Seahawks to a pair of CAC 
Conference titles. As a player, he was all-con- 
ference and established the school’s single sea- 
son and single game assist records. Hillsman 
also studied Sports Management at the United 
States Sports Academy in Daphne, 1994-96. 


Olympian Achievement 

Alabama signee Terin Humphrey has been 
selected for the United States Women’s 
Olympie Gymnastics Team which will com- 
pete in the Olympics in Athens in August. She 
was added to the squad following five days of 
training at the Olympic Team Selection Camp 
at the Women’s National Team Training 
Center near Huntsville, Texas. 

Humphrey's low-key personality is the polar 
opposite of her high-energy personality on the 
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floor exercise, where the all-arounder excels. 
Humphrey, who signed with Alabama in 
November, was a member of the 2003 World 
Championships gold-medal Team and by 
virtue of competing at the 2002 Worlds as 
well, makes her one of the most international- 
ly seasoned of the team. Humphrey, who cele- 
brates her 18th birthday on August 14-the day 
before team preliminary competition-trains at 
Great American Gymnastics Express under 
coaches Armine Barutyan-Fong and Al Fong. 

The team travels to Athens on August 4 and 
begins competition at the 2004 Olympic 
Games on August 15 with Women’s Compe- 
tition 1, which serves as the team, all-around 
and individual event final qualification, 


SEC Athlete Of The Year 

While Alabama Head Coach Sarah Patterson 
will welcome Olympian Terin Humphrey to 
the Crimson Tide gymnastics team this year, 
the Crimson Tide will have to shoulder the 
loss of Jeana Rice, the 2004 NCAA All- 
Around Champion who was named the 2003- 
0+ Roy E Kramer Female Athlete of the Year 
by a vote of the Southeastern Conference's 
athletics directors. 

Patterson said. “This is an incredible honor, 
especially considering the level of competition 
in the Southeastern Conference. To be judged 
the best athlete in the nation’s top conference 
says volumes about the kind of season and ca- 
reer Jeana has had. She has been consistently 
spectacular throughout her career, and this is 
a testament to all she has achieved.” 

Rice earned a postseason ‘triple crown’, win- 
ning the all-around at the SEC, the NCAA 
West Region, and the NCAA Championships. 
She also earned the Honda Award for 
Gymnastics denoting the nation’s best gym- 
nast. She is the fifth Alabama gymnast to win 
the Honda since 1985. 

Rice is the fifth Alabama athlete and fourth 
UA gymnast to be named SEC Female Athlete 
of the Year. She joins gymnasts Penney 
Hauschild (1985), Dee Foster (1990), Andreé 
Pickens (2002) and track star Lillie Leather- 
wood (1987). Alabama's five honorees is the 
SEC record for this award. 

Rice earned five All-American honors on the 
season and set the SEC Championship record 
in the all-around with a career best 39.850. 
She was second on the balance beam at the 
NCAA Championships and won the SEC 
vault and uneven bars titles as well as the 
NCAA West Region uneven bars champi- 
onship. For her career, Rice earned an NCAA 
record 18 All-American honors in addition to 
leading Alabama to the 2002 NCAA Champ- 
ionship and the 2003 SEC Championship. 


Softball Ranking 

In the final ESPN.com/USA Soltball poll of the 
season, the University of Alabama softball team 
(45-20) checked in at 12th in the country. 

Alabama fell in the championship game of 
the NCAA Region 2 tournament to eventual 
national champion UCLA; only a day after the 
Tide took the Bruins 10 innings before suc- 
cumbing to a 5-2 loss. 
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Softball Honor 

Alabama first baseman Jackie McClain was 
selected second team All-America by Easton 
and third team All-America by the National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association. She is the 
second player in Bama softball history to re- 
ceive All-America honors four consecutive 
years, joining current Olympic softball player 
Kelly Kretschman (1998-2001). 

She led the team in average, hitting at a 
385 clip while recording a team high 69 hits 
and +7 walks. Her walk total was the second 
highest in a season. 

She finished her career with the second 
highest batting average (.387) in school his- 
tory as well as finishing in the top two in 
slugging percentage, on-base percentage, 
hits, doubles, RBI, total bases,.walks and in- 
tentional walks. Perhaps her most amazing 
stat was. her strikeout to at-bat ratio of .057- 
to-1 (43 strikeouts in 747 at-bats). 

McClain, shortstop Dominique Accetturo 
and catcher/outfielder Ashley Courtney were 
named NFCA All-South Region performers. 


Golf Honors 

Alabama golfer Lars Brovold, a senior on 
the 2004 team, was honored two-fold by the 
Golf Coaches Association of America. 
Brovold was named honorable mention All- 
America, The Fredrikstad, Norway native ad- 
vanced to the NCAA East Regional and, in 
12 team tournament appearances, led Ala- 
bama for a second consecutive season in low 
suoke average, Brovold averaged 71.60 in 35 
rounds of competition. 

He was also honored for his work in the 
classroom, named a Golf All-America Scho- 
lar Recipient. Winners of that award, in addi- 
tion to being outstanding performers on the 
golf course, must maintain a cumulative 
grade point average of 3.2 or better and 
“must be of high moral character and in 
good standing at his college or university.” 

There was also an international honor. The 
European Palmer Cup Selection Committee 
selected Brovold for the European squad for 
the 2004 Palmer Cup. The eighth Palmer 
Cup will be played August 6-7 at Bally- 
bunion Golf Club in County Kerry, Ireland. 
The first six Ryder Cup-style competitions 
were played between the United States and 
Great Britain and Ireland before expanding 
to all of Europe last year. 

Brovold finished in the top 20 at the 2002 
World Amateur. 

The United States leads the Palmer Cup 
Series, 4-2-1. 

Alabama has now produced two Palmer 
Cup players. The inaugural Palmer Cup was 
held in Orlando, Florida, in 1997 and Allan 
MacDonald, then a senior on the Tide team, 
played for the team from Great Britain and 
Ireland. And former Tide Coach Dick Spybey 
was the manager of the United States’ team 
that same year and served as the tourna- 
ment’s director when it was held at St, 
Andrews golf course in Scouand, 

Brovold is the third golfer Tide Coach Jay 
Seawell has produced for the Palmer Cup. 
He came to Alabama from Augusta State 
where he coached two-time Palmer Cup par- 
ticipant Jay Nelson and also Oliver Wilson. 


New Scholarship 
The Bama Tipoff Club of Jefferson County 
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has established a scholarship honoring re- 
cently graduated Crimson Tide point guard 
Antoine Pettway. 

The scholarship will be given each year to 
a deserving student from Wilcox-Central 
High School in Camden, Pettway’s former 
high school. 

The first recipient is Willie Rawls. 

It would be nice to report that Rawls is a 6- 
10, 275-pound center, but the scholarship is 
not athletics related. The recipient is chosen 
by The University. 


Academic Honorees 

The Bryant Award, given to the top 
Alabama male and female student-athletes, 
was presented this year lo women’s soccer 
player Lauren Imwalle and men’ tennis play- 
er Christian Brodersen. Presented by the 
Tuscaloosa Chapter of the National Alumni 
Association, the awards were part of the an- 
nual reception to honor scholarship achieve- 
ments by athletes. 

Teams are also honored for their group el- 
forts off the playing surfaces. Tennis was the 
big winner in the classroom as Billy Pate’s 
tennis team won the award as the men’s team 
with the highest grade point average and 
Jenny Mainz’s tennis team was best among 
women’s teams in the classroom. 

Mark Gottlried’s men’s basketball team 
showed that not only is it an “elite” team on 
the court alter advancing to the 2004 NCAA 
Elite Eight, but off the court as well. The Tide 
men’s basketball team received the university's 
Community Service Award as the male team 
that logged the most hours and time volun- 
teering in the community. Sarah Patterson's 
gymnastics team, which finished tied for third 
in the nation, was the women’s winner. 

The men’s and women's swimming and 
diving teams were both named Scholar- 
Athlete Teams by The College Swimming 
Coaches Association of America 

Imwalle and football's Nathan Cox were 
the overall female and male winners of the 
Top Six Scholar-Athlete Award. The Top Six 
nominees included soltball's Angela Johnson, 
golfer Mandy Tedder, gymnast Stephanie 
Kite, and Brian Rohrer of the men’s track and 
field team. 

The Top Six Community Outreach 
Winners were Caroline Bolz (soccer), Tedder 
(womens golf), Austin Hynson (men’s golf), 
Imwalle (soccer), Angela Johnson (softball), 
and Shaud Williams (football). 

Bolz and Hynson have been awarded SEC 
Community Service Postgraduate Scholar- 
ship awards in the amount of $2,000 for 
their postgraduate studies. Earlier this 
month, Bolz was honored at the University- 
wide Honor'’s Day as the C, Earle Smith Jr. 
Award winner for the Outstanding Graduat- 
ing Senior in Anthropology. 

Alabama produced more than 120 SEC 
Academic Honor Roll members, an award 
that requires student-athletes to have a 3.0 or 
higher GPA. Freshmen and first year trans- 
fers are not eligible. The SEC this year hon- 
ored, separately. its freshmen for their work 
in the classroom and 37 Crimson Tide stu- 
dent-athletes were among them. 

Stephanie Kite, an All-America gymnast, 
was awarded a $7,500 NCAA Postgraduate 
scholarship. She had a perfect 4.0 GPA. She 
is the 10th Alabama gymnast to win the 
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award since 1983. 

The National Golf Coaches Association re- 
leased its list of All-American Scholars for 
2003-04 and Alabama women’ golfers Darby 
Sligh, Mandy Tedder and Carina Sorensen 
were among the group of Division I honorees. 

For Sligh, a Tide senior-to-be, and Tedder, a 
graduating senior, the recognition marks the 
third consecutive year they have attained the 
honor, The award is the first for rising junior 
Sorensen, 


Governor Gottfried 

Alabama Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried has been named to the John R. 
Wooden Award Board of Governors, The 
award is for the top player in college basket- 
ball and an All-America team is also chosen. 

The board is chaired by legendary UCLA 
Coach John R. Wooden. North Carolina's 
Dean Smith is vice chairman. Other board 
members are Jim Boeheim (Syracuse), Jim 
Calhoun (Connecticut). Tom _ lzzo 
(Michigan State), Gene Keady (Purdue), 
Ernie Kent (Oregon), Mike Krzyzewski 
(Duke), Lute Olson (Arizona), Kelvin 
Sampson (Oklahoma), Tubby Smith 
(Kentucky), and Roy Williams (North 
Carolina), 


Assistant Editor Added 

Mitch Dobbs, who has served as an intern 
in the Media Relations Office of the Athletics 
Department at Alabama the past two years, 
has been named assistant editor of ‘BAMA 
MAGAZINE and BamaMag.com 

Dobbs joined the Alabama athletics depart- 
ment in January, 2003 as media relations in- 
tern. He has a Marketing degree from The 
University, 

For the past two years he has had primary 
responsibility for coverage of men’s tennis, 
However, his primary contact with media 
covering the Crimson Tide has been in his 
position of intermediary for the press to gain 
interviews with football players and assistant 
coaches. As such, he is very familiar with all 
in the Crimson Tide football camp. 

He has also assisted in coverage of baseball 
and women’ tennis, As an undergraduate, he 
worked as a student assistant in media rela- 
tions from 1999-2001, where he worked 
with men’s tennis and softball. He was also a 
summer intern in The University’s athletics 
marketing department in 2000, 

Prior to rejoining the athletics department, 
Dobbs worked at Mercedes-Benz, U.S. 
International performing supply-chain man- 
agement duties in 2002. 

The Hartselle native competed in football 
and basketball at Hartselle High. 


Go West 

Oregon State Head Football Coach Mike 
Riley has been selected to coach the West 
team in the 80th East-West Shrine game on 
January 15 at SBC Park in San Francisco. 
Riley might have been coaching the East 
team had he accepted Alabama Athletics 
Director Mal Moore's offer to become head 
coach of the Crimson Tide in the spring of 
2003. Riley, a former Alabama football play- 
er, was an NFL assistant before turning 
down the Bama job and accepting the posi- 
tion at Oregon State. He is a native of 
Oregon. 
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Jeffrey E. ‘Jay’ Lisby-A Good Man 


elfrey E. Lisby-Jay to Alabama Crimson 
Tide followers who have known him 
through his reporting in ‘BAMA MAGAZINE 

d on BamaMag.com the past four 
years—died June 23 in his hometown of 
Columbus, Georgia. Jay had undergone 
surgery for cancer in the spring of 2003. Last 
spring he was diagnosed with a return of the 
cancer, this time inoperable and incurable, 
He was 48. 

After earning his bachelor’s degree and two 
masters degrees, Jeffrey Lisby embarked on a 
teaching career. Although he had not attend- 
ed The University of Alabama, he had a life- 
long love of the Crimson Tide. Therefore, he 
made a decision: he resigned his teaching job 
to go back to school, He entered The 
University and began working on his fourth 
college degree, this time in journalism, in 
2000. 

Although known to his friends and family 
as Jeffrey all his life, when he came to The 
Capstone he went on the internet as “Jay,” 
and the name stuck with his new family. In 
the spring of 2000 he began going to 
Alabama football practices and posting his 
views, That led to permanent employment 
with "BAMA and an end to his quest for a jour- 
nalism degree. 

His official title was associate editor of 
‘BAMA MAGAZINE, where he was “J.E. Lisby,” 
but he was best known for his work in run- 
ning BamaMag.com, where he was “Bama- 
MagJay.” 

I considered Jay Lisby a friend as well as a 
colleague. And yet there were many things 1 
did not know about him. It may be he was 
such a good reporter because one of his least 
favorite subjects of discussion was Jay Lisby. 
He shared glimpses of the interesting things 
that shaped him, but only glimpses. 

Until his funeral, | did not know that he 
had been something of an adventurer, the 
kind of guy who would hike and canoe in 
rough country, and go through caves. 

I knew he had been a school teacher, but I 
did not know the esteem in which his stu- 
dents and their parents and his co-workers 
held him, and what a loss it was to their pro- 
fession when he decided to move on. 

1 did not know that he had been the 
founder and administrator of a Christian 
camp for children at Pine Mountain, Georgia. 

I did know that he had an astute interest in 
government and politics, in local, state, na- 
tional, and world events. But I did not know 
how he might vote or to which political party 
(if any) he might belong. 

He was a private person, yet an outgoing 
one. He made friends easily, and the chapel in 
his hometown was [filled with them. There 
were flowers from Iriends he had made who 
had moved on to Texas A&M and flowers 
from the Alabama Athletics Department and 
the Alabama Sports Writers Association. 

I did know that he was dedicated to the 
craft he came to late in life, and for which he 
had a knack, and that he was dependable and 
resourceful. 
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pate in his funeral. Although Jay would 
not have allowed it, | have elected to share 
my remarks on that day with Jay's readers: 


| Ee an honor, albeit a sad one, to partici- 


Most of you, family and longtime friends, 
know Jeffrey Lisby. I'm here to speak of Jay 
Lisby. 

Jeffrey Lisby came to Tuscaloosa to change 
his life, to leave his school-teaching days be- 
hind, earn a degree in journalism from his 
beloved University of Alabama, and become a 
sportswriter. He was successful in most of 
that. He didn’t earn the degree, because he 
didn’t need to, He impressed us so much with 
his reporting ability that Lynne and 1 hired 
him at ‘BAMA MAGAZINE, where he was 
associate editor and ran our internet site, 

One other thing he didn’t do in Tuscaloosa 
was keep his name. | blamed him for that. He 
first “appeared” to me and others on the in- 
ternet as “Jay” or “BamaJay.” When we met in 
person on the Alabama football practice field, 
he didn’t correct me from calling him Jay. By 
the time I realized that was not really his 
name, or even his nickname, it was-as | told 
him-too late. | couldn't unlearn Jay and learn 
Jeffrey. 

He told me that he did not want to be an 
old school teacher. At the time neither of us 
suspected that he would not grow old. | did 
tell him-from experience-that being an old 
sportswriter was no bargain, either. 

Jeffrey may have been a big old teddy bear 
in some respects, but Jay Lisby was almost a 
curmudgeon. Not a mean person, by any 
means, but a very serious person. While | 
take my job seriously, | recognize that what 
we do is attempt to provide entertainment, 
amusement, enjoyment for sports fans, From 
time-to-time I make light of that job. Jay was 
quick to rein me in. He'd give me a hard stare 
and a “Well, yeah, | know what you're saying, 
but...” | heard that a lot. 

He wanted me to accept this terrible fate 
that fell to him. He accepted it. | never could. 
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1 couldn't talk to his brother, Greg, who ap- 
proached me sometime ago about participat- 
ing when this day came. I was and am hon- 
ored, but I couldn't talk about it. | couldn't 
talk to Jay about things he wanted done..,par- 
ticularly when he wanted to talk to me about 
his replacement. Incidentally, he wanted me 
to hire a young man named Mitch Dobbs, 
which | have done, and who is here today as 
a friend and colleague of Jay Lisby. 

When Jay was leaving Tuscaloosa for the 
last time, we had a chance to talk for awhile. I 
told him there was no way | could ever thank 
him for all he had meant to us. And he 
thanked me for giving him a second life. And 
two grown men cried together, trying to hide 
it from each other, and | hoped against hope 
he would have a third life. 

And he does. I know where Jay Lisby is. 
By any standard he was a very good man 
who lived by a code, shaped by his family 
and his religion—a very personal religion. By 
sportswriter standards he was a saint. 

I'm one of those who believes Coach Bryant 
is in that same place. And 1 believe that he 
has already had to answer to Jay, who never 
saw a story he didn’t want to get. 

My task today was to present my friend as a 
sportswriter. But what | really represent is the 
sports readers, Jay Lisby’s readers. Friends he 
didn't even know—-hundreds of them-filled 
page after page on our website, tributes to Jay 
and condolences to his family. Some say they 
were lucky enough to know Jay, to have met 
him in person. Most didn't, and know that 
was their loss. They have favorite stories or 
posts he wrote, and they have remembered 
them and shared them. 

| feel fortunate to have had a friend like Jay 
Lisby. And believe me, I always thought of 
him as a friend more than as a co-worker. | 
came to know his family, and to know them 
is to understand the goodness of Jay, 

1 know Jay would not have wanted us to 
grieve, but that is not possible. We grieve for 
a life cut short and for a family that has sul- 
fered too much. But | also believe Jay Lisby 
enjoyed what he did. And he made life for 
others so much more enjoyable. 

We will miss him and we will not forget 
him. 


Mary, he is survived by a brother, Greg, 

and sister, Nina Beth Reeves, 

Memorials may be sent to Columbus 
Hospice, 7020 Moon Road, Columbus, GA, 
31909 or the American Cancer Society or to 
the J.E. Lisby Memorial Scholarship at the 
College of Communications of The Univer- 
sity of Alabama. If you would like to donate 
to the J.E. Lisby Memorial Scholarship fund, 
please send a check to The University of 
Alabama, c/o Bonnie LaBresh, Box 870172, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35487, Be sure to include 
“J.E. Lisby Memorial Scholarship” in the 
“For” section of the check in order to desig- 
nate its purpose, 


I: addition to his parents, Carroll and 


—Kirk McNair 
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ANDALUSIA 

G & S Auto Sales, LLC 
229 Riverfalls St. 
Andalusia, AL 36420 
(334) 222-0933 


ARAB 
Arab Tractor 


312 North Brindlee Mountain Pkwy 


Arab, AL 35016 
(256) 586-6772 


ATMORE 

Escambia Lawn & Rental Center 
8720 Hwy 31 

Atmore, AL 36502 

(251) 368-1580 


BROWNSBORO 
Maynard Equipment, Inc. 
1113 Moontown Rd 
Brownsboro, AL 35741 
(256) 776-9435 
CENTRE 

The Tractor Place 

1820 East By Pass 
Centre, AL 35960 

(256) 927-7550 


CULLMAN 

Hare Tractor Company, Inc. 
35 Nesmeth Road 

Cullman, AL 35058 

(256) 734-8583 


“Inventory Re 


HAMILTON 

Goodson Feed Company 

171 Fourth Ave North West 
Hamilton, AL 35570 

(205) 921-4493 
HENAGAR 
Bowman-Weaver Equipment 
9190 Al Hwy 40 

Henagar, AL 35978 

(256) 657-3256 


KILLEN 


Neal’s Tire & Appliance, Inc. 


6559 Hwy 72 
Killen, AL 35645 
(256) 757-5121 


MOULTON 


Moulton Implement Co., Inc. 


13511 Alabama Hwy. 157 
Moulton, AL 35650 
(256) 974-5021 


SARDIS CITY 
Farmtown, Inc. 

4110 Sardis Road 

Sardis City, AL 35956 
(256) 593-7182 
SCOTTSBORO 
Maynard Equipment, Inc. 
2908 South Broad Street 
Scottsboro, AL 35769 
(256) 259-3329 
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SNEAD 

Snead Equip. Sales & Service 
88043 Hwy 278 East 

Snead, AL 35952 

(205) 466-3500 


TALLASSEE 

Holt Auto Sales & Equipment 
4006 Notasulga 

Tallassee, AL 36078 
334-283-6507 


TUSCUMBIA 

Tri-County International, Inc. 
1030 Hwy 20 

Tuscumbia, AL 35674 

(256) 383-5601 


WINFIELD 

Spann Hardware 
976 Hwy 43S 
Winfield, AL 35594 
(205) 487-2103 
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Bull Appliance Center Bob Wallace Appliance 
Jasper, AL. Huntsville, AL. 
205-384-4545 256-533-2121 


Frederickson's Appliance Mazers Appliance Center imagination at work @ 


Sheffield, AL. Birmingham, AL. ) 
205-591-6565 (Downtown 
256-383-7992 205-942-2744 (Greensprings) 


monogram.com 


Tear out this Ad. and return it to one of these participating GE Monogram Dealers for a 1 year additional Service Agreement 
with every Monogram appliance you purchase. ($129.00 retail value per year, per appliance). 


The very popular "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 
will once again be available to Crimson Tide 
fans this summer. This Special Edition, ap- 
proximately 100 pages from the writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE, provides 
the very finest in-depth analysis of the 2004 
Alabama football team, coaches, opponents, 
facts, statistics, schedules, color action pho- 
tos, and the best and most accurate Tide 
football recruiting information available! 

The 2004 ’BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK will 
be mailed this summer. 

The $12 charge includes applicable taxes, 
postage, and handling. 

The past two YEARBOOKS have sold out, so 
be sure to order now! 


VISA or MasterCard orders: 
Call 1-800-713-2261 or 
FAX 1-205-345-1260 


OR, Send check or money order to: 
"BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 

P.O. Box 866104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


Be sure to give name and mailing address 
Order Today! 


___YES, send me the 2004 ’BaMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK when it is available. I enclose $12 per wna 
‘which covers any applicable taxes and postage and handling. Total enclosed $ for ____ yearbooks. : 


| a ree __ Check or money order to "BAMA 
| __ VISA __ MasterCard 


ADDRESS Cad#_—C—C~iEp 


‘CITY of ZIP Signature 


Telephone Credit Card Orders to 1-800-713-2261 | 
‘Mail orders to BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486- -0054 | 


oe an 
order 
Today! 


Amaze your friends and family with 
this Brand New Chip N Dip Platter that takes 


Alabama tailgating to a higher level. This full- 
size ceramic dish is FDA approved and 
dishwasher safe. Sign up Big Al for great 
tailgating fun today! $59.95 


tt So, SportsFanTreasures.com 0 Offers You These Preseason haa 


AlabamaTailgate and Gameday Accessories 


program. 


Features great padded comfort and many pockets for drinks, cell phone and 


Insulated to “Cool” your Crimson Spirits before & after the big game. 
featuring 9' x 9’ water resistant canopy with 6 ft high clearance, heavy duty 


frame, os stakes and easy carrying case. 


bleachers. 


Features great back support, padded comfort and easy attachment to 


Holds up to 300 pounds with great comfort: Includes drink holder & 


carrying c case. 


- Your number one 

mascot, “Big AL” 

is available as a 
Bobble Head. 


' and the he'll be 
_ there with you in 
time to nod his 
head with the 
excitement of 
another Crimson 
Tide victory! 
$18.99 


Featuring TOW’'s patent 

pending design that has 

the look of a fitted cap 

» and the function of an 

adjustable. Team logo 

on front & alternate logo 
on back. 


Whether its for game days or other opportunities to fashion your Alabama pride, these 
Crimson Tide Polo Shirts will make you loudly exclaim, “Roll Tide!” These shirts are 
100% combed cotton baby pique knit that’s available in M, L, XL & XXL 
$49.50 


As a salute to Alabama's undefeated 1966 
season, Kenny Stabler signed a select 20 
Alabama #12 full-sized authentic Riddell 
helmets with his signature and "1966 11-0" 
inscription. Stabler led the undefeated 
squad outscored their opponents 301-44. 
Before thrashing Nebraska 34-7 in the 
Sugar Bowl. Liced signed Bese will 
include a tif. yand 
will be a treasured addition to your 
Crimson Tide collection. Hurry and order 
because supplies are ge limited! 

aN 


Adult large 6 7/8 - 7 % $19.95 
Adult regular 6 5/8 - 7 % $19.95 
Youth fit (ages 2-6) $13.95 
Infant fit (NB-2yrs) $13.95 


or mail your check to SFT, 741-B Harris St. Jackson, MS 39201 


Great way to show your Tide Pride! 


Fits standard & lg.sized metal mailboxes with 


its unique magnet design and can also be 
converted for plastic ones. 
$14.95 


Orders > $50 earns a 10% discount 
Orders > $100 earn a 15% discount 
Orders > $100 also receive free shipping! 


